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 �
 )H 6@A 
�
 �̧ �K ��q�
 
4��3 ��  $� Da $�&

 c���� ��)â �  8 � ?� 6@, 	ो 3K
� + �> �ो 4
3�
 G.��� 8 � 	ो¯3� 6@A 

�
 �̧ �K 	 Dg�� 8 � 34 ���
 ��q� �  �e3 6@A 	 Dg�� !	 �� �6���ã ��  � DB � �	.� �  �e3 
?� 3�±�� 6@, 	ो 2100 �¡ 9 � �� 9 !| ��	�'-ं8�3��6
� �� 8� D§ 8 � 	ो¯
 � 6�3 D c���� ��) 9 
C�A G8 �%.�.�a �� $��� � @��� ���3� G� �ो $B�� ��� 93 ��
 � 8 � 6ो3
 6@, G8��  ��� 
8�¡ 9B �� ��8 D��� �ो $B�� 6@A G8�  &�� .ो���.� ��  
�� 4
 !3� 6�, �C� 93 / ��, ��B, 
�D� �� �� G�A 
�
 �̧ �K �%.�.�a �� �Z3 4�) 
W 6ो )�� 6@A �C���, 5�.ä ��� �  
�å�:�
, 	 @8 � �H MN3$�ª�� �� 5 �̀a 6@, 8�C 6
 ��	�' ं 7��� ���� )�� MN3 �O 
�
���

�, �������, ��	8��, ����: (�ो ���), 8��%��3��>, ))� 9�3��>, )����
, 
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!�ो�� 9�, %3��3��>, ����8���
, ��	� �� !��� �� 5 �̀a 6@A ��	� %�3��B 9 $C� 
 � 
� @��� MN3 ��Q�� ��  �R) 93 ����:, ��	8�� �� ��	� �� �O 8Qg ��?A 
�
�¸�K 
�%.�.�a �  �6 ��¡� ��4.�a ��

 
�)�
�� 7��� 5æ
B 9 ����� )�� C�, 	 @8 � �� “�8��-
8�3��}Bá ��	8�� ं��	� �� ं�á��: ं& �डG”A 8�3��6
� ��  %�8
 �  � ��, �O, ³ो�3¡ 
�� 8;ं< 3 c���B �ो !e�
 �  �Z3 �6� ��.�A 
��8� �� ��.¤ ��  ��4.�a� 8 � O�3 
6ो3� 6@ �� ��	�' ं
 � �O-��� h4ं e���3 ���?A ��$ ��7�
� �ो 4��� �
 D��
 �� �g��
 
c�e� �
 )H C
A )N3�
� D> %�3��B 9 ��  8�� �  �	 D�¤�
� ���O�� �
 $�3I� �Z3 5J3� 
C
�A )N3�
� D> %�3��B 9 (.)4) 106–130 H.) �ो 8�3��6
� �� 8�8 � %�w%�.
 ?� ं
� @���-:� 9�+� 8��K ��
� 	�3� 6@A 
��8� $%�h (��

 )N3�
 �.M
 7���) � @��� 
8����	� c�e� �� ��� ���
 ?� ं:� 9 �
 �+� �� 8�� 9�:� $����B� ��4.�a 6@��A 
�OM
 %�3�BÖ (.)4) 165–194 H.) 
�� 6
 �6 8��&3 ��3� 6@ �� �O 5
��  %�8
 �
 
���
� ��:��B� C
A 5
��  �8�� �� ��� (�O h�), ��ç�D}ड, MN3 $3
� ���3 6�, 	ो 
��³ 7��� �O ��Q�� ��  8�ं+B �ो �%� 93 � 6���A 

�`��`��`��`�    ��	�' ं��	�' ं��	�' ं��	�' ं   ��������    ��h����h����h����h��    ��������    � �����������----��Q����Q����Q����Q��    ((((.)4).)4).)4).)4)    3333�
�
�
�
––––9999��������    %3�2
%3�2
%3�2
%3�2
    HHHH.).).).)    

 ��&ं
 ��  �`� �� �. 3��� $��%�� 3� 8
��3 
6� C �, ���3 D 5
�� ��	

�3� ?� ं
8�;ं< �3� $4�� !	 ��  !#ं $��% ��  ��h<3 4�4�)—��%�¡3o � )
, 
 �̀ ो�, $��%� /, ) D}K�� 

                                                           
 
�  Naneghat Cave inscription of queen Naganika/Nayanika deciphered  by 

Geoge Buhler. Bühler, G. 1883. A.S.W.I. Vol. 5: 60. 2. Gokhale, Shobhana. 
2009. The Lord of Dakshinapatha. Mumbai: Reesha Books International. 3. 
Gokhale, Shobhana. 2019. Junnar Inscriptions. Pune: Bhandarkar Oriental 
Research Institute. 4. Mirashi, V. V. 1981. The History and Inscriptions of the 
Satavahanas and Western Kshatrapas. Mumbai: Maharashtra State Board for 
Literature and Culture. 5. Sircar, D. C. 1964. Select Inscriptions Bearing on 
Indian History and Civilization. Calcutta: University of Calcutta. 6. Shastri, 
A. M. 1998. The Satavahanas and the Western Kshatrapas: A Historical 
Framework. Nagpur: J. Dattsons. 

�  Epigraphia Indica, Vol. I, VIII 
��  Epigraphia Indica, VIII 
��  P. L. Gupta, Coins of the Satavahanas. 
��  Pallavas of Kanchi, R Gopalan, Madras. 
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3C� �< ·� ¸�K
—3� �@.� Z! C�A $����� �`�� �
 8m� �� ��� !#ं ��% 6
 ��
� 
	�3� 6@, 	6�Y 8 � !)� &.�� ��&ं
 5
�
 ��	:�

 �

A �`� %�8� � @��� ��Q�� ��  
8�ं+� 3C� �%+� ��  $� Da �ो¡� C �A 	���9
 / (.)4) 2�
 %3�2
 ��  5m��: 9 – 3�
 %3�2
 
H. �� $���) �ो �`� �%ं ��  !���� O�3 %�8�� �  �)
� 	�3� 6@A !#ं ��% �  58�� 
%�8
 + �> �6�A 58��  ��. �  8;ं< 3 ��	4�¡�, [�\�B� �
 DI�
 3C� � @��� ��Q�� �� 
$����� 8eं�

��B ��a�H ��3� 6@A ��4.�a
� ��Q�� 58 � :� 9�
I ?� ं8�C 9� %�8� ��  
*� �  $h D3 ��3
 6@A �����9
 / (�����9
 / I) (.)4) 3�
 %3�2
 H.) �`� �%ं �� ?� 
�6���B 9 $����� ��	� C�, �	8�� %�8
 !#ं ��% �  �� ��3 C�A )ो�ं�.� 3�� %�8
 �  
5 �̀a 6@ �� �6 �ो�K%�9
 / 
��� &3 D�¤���3 / ��$ �ो )ो�ं�.� ��6���� �� ��
 ��� ���
 
��Q�� �ो !)� �ढ�
 � ��  5Þ�]� 8 � ��
 ���� C�A �6 MN3 �O� �� �
 D���
 C� 3C� [�\B� 
�ो 4���-��
 ����A 58��  
�� ��  8�C � @��� !&�� �� ��	:�9 �
 �
�R�3� 	 D̄ 
 ZH 6@A 
�%�;_��9
 / (.)4) 3�
 %3�2
 H.) $����� �`�� �� 8�� 9�:� $�8X %�8� C�A 
58��  �����ो± �� 6
�6ड).
 3���> !#ं ��% �  $�� Z? 6�A �6 L� ं �ो ��çWो�, 
��	� ��, ����: !�� �O� �� �3� 9 �3�3� 6@ �� ������
 [�\B� �ो ��6�� ��
 ���� 
������
 �� 8eं�)3 8�ं+B ��3� 6@A � DX�� 9
 / (3�
 %3�2
 H.) ��  ��. �  �`�� �
 
� @��� 

�3 �
�R� �

 �6
A !#ं $��% �  [�\B ��6��� �� �O
� ��Q��' ं �
 
�
�R�3� ��  8��3 ��.3� 6�A ��· D)ो� (.)4) 4C
 %3�2
 H.) �� 5 �̀a 8� D§) D� �
 
$��) $%�h �  6@A �6 !#ं–3��� 8
�� + �> �� %�8� C� �� � @��� ��	:�9 �� ��.
 
��3� C�A �86ं�� 9
 / I – ;_��9
 / II (4C
–5�� %3�2
 H.) G
 %�8�� ��  ��. �  �`� 
8m� ��&ं
 �
 '� e�
�R��3 6ो3
 6@, ��R D ��+B !#ं �� 5
�� ��:��� �
� �63� 6@A 
8;ं< 3 ��4.�a, [�\B ��
 �� ������
 �
 ��Q�� 	��
 �63
 6@A 

 !#ं $��% �  6
 �`�� �
 � @��� ��	

�3� &�3
� ����83 ZH, 	ो !)� &.�� ��&ं
 
8 � 8Q�B 9 ��+B 4��3 �  $8���3 ZHA �`�� 
 � � ��� ��  ���
, �O
� ��Q�� �� � @��� 
8eं�' ं�ो ��	�M� ���� �
¸ 9��. 3� 8 D��+3 �a�A 

 

 

                                                           
 
��  Gorantla Grant of Activarman, Indian Antiquary, Vol. No. IX.Pg. 109. 
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��· D�D �}ड
 /��· D�D �}ड
 /��· D�D �}ड
 /��· D�D �}ड
 /    ((((�ª�ª�ª�ª. . . . %%%%.375.375.375.375----612) 612) 612) 612) ��	�' ं��	�' ं��	�' ं��	�' ं   ��������    %�8
%�8
%�8
%�8
    ��.��.��.��.    

 �����
 &�±² (��
–��� %3�2
) ��  %�8
 8 � � �� 9 L¶ ��. ��  �.? !#ं� �  
��· D�D �}ड
 / ��	�' ं �� %�8
 ��6� A ��· D�D �}ड
 / ��	�' ं 
 � � @��� :� 9 �� ��B 9 *� 8 � 
��.
 ���� �� G
 �
 ��³ .�a 4�¡� 8;ं< 3 C
A ��:� ��� 9 &3 DC 9 (555-572)  �� 
�ो.��* 3�� �Û�k ��· D�D �}ड
 / ��	�' ं�  8 � 5æ< W 3�� �Û %�8
 �6� 6@A ��:� ��� 9 
 � 
��
 � %�8
 ��. �  11 ����:, 1000 ��çWो�, 8� 9��:, �N}ड�
�, ��	� ��, 16 ��	8�� 
�O� �� !�ो	
 ����A ��ª������ 9 �73
� (555-572) �� �&�D. 3�� �Û �  L� ं��	� 
7��� e���3 ¸�K�� e�
 (58 8�� ��  ��+B 4��3 ��  5J � @��� �%+� ���) ��  ��¡� �  
5 �̀a 6@�uA  

� )
� )
� )
� )
    &�±²&�±²&�±²&�±²    ��	�%ं��	�%ं��	�%ं��	�%ं    ((((� )
� )
� )
� )
----!#ं!#ं!#ं!#ं    3 @.ं)3 @.ं)3 @.ं)3 @.ं)----+ �>+ �>+�>+ �>) (7) (7) (7) (7��������––––12121212��������    %3�2
%3�2
%3�2
%3�2
    HHHH.).).).)    

 � )
 &�±² ��	�%ं, �	8 � G�36�8 �  � ��Ö &�±² (Eastern Chalukyas) �6� 
	�3� 6@, �� %�8
 + �> � )
 ��% C�—	ो !	 ��  !#ं $��% ?� ं3 @.ं) + �> ()ो����
–�< ·� 
�ो!�) �  �@.� Z! C�A �6 ��	�%ं �����
 ��  &�±²� �
 %�a� C
 �� !�� 8 � 6
 
� @���-��Q�� �� EF 8�ं+� �6�A 

 �����
 &�±² (��
–��� %3�2
) �� ��®�B
 &�±² (����–���� %3�2
) �ो
� 

 � � �� ��Q�� �ो 8 DEF ����A � D.�� �%
 / �73
� (610–642 H.) �� !#ं + �> �� �
�>ंB 
� )
–�.�� D� (!	 �� ��6��� 
)�) 3� ��h<3 C�A �D� ��· D�: 9
 (.)4) 624–641 
H.) � D.�� �%
 / II �� 4�H, � )
 �  � ��Ö &�±² 8m� �� 8eं��� C�A �D�D�D�D����    ��· D�: 9
��·D�: 9
��·D�: 9
��·D�: 9
 (7�� 
%3�2
 H.) ��  & �� �̀� (Chebrolu) 3���>3���>3���>3���> 8 � �6 $���B3�� 6ो3� 6@ �� � )
 ��% �  [�\B� 
�ो ��6�� ��
 ��3 � 8�� 5
�
 �6&�
 )ो>)ो>)ो>)ो>, , , , $��$��$��$��    ��������    � �����������----%�a�%�a�%�a�%�a� ��  !:�� �� �
 	�3
 C
, 
�	88 � �6 VW 6@ �� ������
 ��³�M� �  8eं�)3 *� 8 � 8Ò��.3 C�, � )
 + �> �  
� �����
 [�\B� ��  �
��8 G8
 ��. 8 � 8 DEF 6ो3 � 6���A �.�� D� (
�[\) ��_�-8��6 8 � 

                                                           
 
�k  Polamuru Plates, JAHRS Vol.VI.17 
�u  Epigraphia Indica, Vol. IV, pg 196 
��  Also see Chipuripalle Grant of Kubja Vishnu Vradhanan. Indian Antiquary 

Vol XX, pg 16..  G8 �  )N3� )ो> ��  ��·D %�� 9 ?� ं��:� %�� 9 
��� �ो ��$� �ो, 	ो 3 @�m�
� 
%�a� ��  � �����
 C �, 5
 �ो 4��� ��
 �� 5 �̀a 6@A 

��  Epigraphia Indica, Vol. X 
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8dX &�±² ��4.�a��� �  [�\B� �ो ��6�� ��
 �� 5 �̀a ��.3� 6@A �6 VW ��3� 6@ 
�� ��
 �� 5Þ�]� ������
 ?� ंMN3 �� 9 C�A&�±² �%.�.�a� �  “��6�� ���” �� 5 �̀a 
��.3� 6@, 	6�Y [�\B� �ो 4��� ���� ������
 ����� 	�3� C�A =6ो��, �.�� D� �� 
�Û��. ��  ��_�� �  � �����
 ) D��D.� ��  $��B ��.3� 6�A G
 ����.�� �  µ_8 /, �¶8�>, 
c���B �� �
��8ं� �
 �%+� �
 	�3
 C
A ��ª����U &�±² ��  ����� �  �
 �� ��7�
 
!&�� 9 C �, �	´�
 � � ���R �� ��� �
 �&
� �
A G�4Û��� ��  ��	���¯� + �> 8 � $�� 
��4.�a�� �  ��	� �ो “MN3f�3 9:� 9����Bo” �6� )�� 6@, 	ो G8 3� �� $��B 6@ �� � )
 
&�±² %�8� 
 �� �. f�3 9 :� 9 ��� MN3 � @��� �O ��Q�� ��  4
 8�ं+� C � A 	��86ं 
$C� (��� %3�2
) ��. �  ��	�6 §��� / � @��� ���
�� �� $� Da ��� �
�, �
�R� 
!: D�
� 8�� 3� �6 ���� ��� �
� �6�A ��	��	 
� § (1022–1061 H.) ���Ö &�±²� 
�� �6�
 / %�8� 3C� L� ं� @���-:� 9 8�ं+� C�A 58
 � ��
 � 3���> �  “�����) 9$�3I��
�� 
�����������
�C � �6�ो ����o $�m�o” =8� 5 �̀a�� ���� 6@A ��· D�: 9
 �73
� ��  ����� D�� / 
3���> (8�� %3�2
 H.) �  ��
��6
 [�\B� �ो VW *� 8 � Ó©���
, �	 D�¤�
 �� 8�����
 
�6� )�� 6@ 3C� 5
��  ���
-����
 6�3 D 4��� ��
 �� 5 �̀a ��.3� 6@, �	88 � � )
 + �> 
�  � �B 9 � �� 8L� � @��� ��Q�� ��  	
��3 �6
 � �
 � D�W 6ो3
 6@A &�±² 4
� ��  8�� �  	��
 
�ो���}B D 3�� %�8
 5 �̀a ��3� 6@ �� �ो���}B D ��6�� �  � ��ª����
 �ो�}B 3C� 5
 ��  
� �� 9	 4
 �
�R� ��� ª����
 �6�, �6 4
 5 �̀a�� 6@A ) DB) ��	����U (9�� %3�2
 H.) ��  
3���>� �  58��  7��� 8Qg ��çWो� ?� ं8ो���) 	 @8 � MN3 �O� �� 5 �̀a 6@ 3C� ��
 ��  
5Þ�]� �  “������
�
�3�
� ं[�\B�
� ं��.
�C 9� /” ��² !3� 6@, 	ो �6 �8X ��3� 6@ �� 
��
 �� � D̂  $�ो	
 ������
 �� 8�ं+B C�A &�±² 4
� $C� (10�� %3�2
 H.) ��  
§�+����� / ��4.�a �  ��_� 8 � 8dX [�\B� �ो ������
 �6� )�� 6@ �� 5
��  4�B-

                                                           
 
��  South Indian Inscriptions, Vol. IX (Alampur Inscriptions,  �.�� D� �%.�.�a 

(8;ं< 3, �%ं): “������� ं[�\B�
� ं� �����
�	
��	
�C 9� / ��6�����o $�mo” 
��  Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XII 
��  ��	�6 §��� / ��4.�a, “Ó©�	 Do8��������) @o [�\B @o �.ं�< 3 ं
)�� /”, �6 3

 ���� ��  ���
�3 

[�\B� �
 5��e�3 �� $��B 6@A South Indian Inscriptions, Vol. X 
��  Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXV 
��  South Indian Inscriptions, Vol. I, Pg. 45 
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�ो¡B �
 c�e� �� 5 �̀a 6@, �	88 � �6 VW 6ो3� 6@ �� � )
 + �> �  ��_� �� �. ��	�-e. 

6�, ��� ������%�.�' ं ��  ��� 4
 C �A &�±²–&ो. ��Q�� ��  %�8� �D.ोm D)ं-&ो. 
$C� ��  � )
-8dX ��4.�a� �  �6�Y ��  [�\B� �ो “&3 D�¤����o” �6� )�� 6@, 	ो �6 
$���B3 ��3� 6@ �� 11��–12�� %3�2
 3� � )
 $��% �  &��� � ����� �
 ��Q�� �+ D}B 
�

 �6
A �D.ोm D)ं-&�±² (����–���� %3�2
) ��  ��. �� ���%
.
 8 � �3� &.3� 6@ �� 
&�±²–&ो. 8�x ��. �  4
 !#ं �  � �B 9 %�a� ������
 �
�� 9: �6�, �< · �	 D�¤� �� 
��%�¡ ���
 �6�A � )
 ��4.�a �  “��ç6ो>����B�
� ं MN3�O�
 DI�
�
�3�
� ं �7	�
� ं
4�B�C 9� /” 5 �̀a 8 � �6 MN3 �O� ��  833 !�ो	
 �� $��B ��.3� 6@�kA 

.�}�%�P
�u 
��  5 �̀a �
 D8�� �.�� D� - �.�� D� ��  
�[\ ��_� 8��6 &�±²��. �  �� �. ��	�-e. 

6�, ��� ������
 ) D��D., ����� �%+� 3C� !#ं �� � @��� �%+�-���, MN3 �O �� $� Da 
��� C �A 

��	�
)���	�
)���	�
)���	�
)�    8���³8���³8���³8���³    ((((����������������––––��k���k���k���k�    HHHH.).).).)    

 ��	�
)� 8���³ 
 � � @��� �� ��% 9�
� ��Q�� �ो � D
	Ö��3 ����A 8eं��� 6��6� 
�� � D� ��� 
 � ��
 � ) D� M
�����}� L��
 ��  ��) 9�% 9
 �  %�8
 ����A �����}� L��
 
 � 
“������
 �ो ��ã:� 9” ¸ो�¡3 ���� �� �6 �8X�R e���3 ���� �� “��� 6
 ��³ �
 
!Ô�” 6@A ��	�
)� ��	� 6��6� $C� (1336–1356 H.) 
 � !#ं + �> �  � @��� ��Q�� �
 

�� �� �.�: 9
 ����A �3���3 (M
� �K��� ��_�) $����� ��4.�a �  
“�����) 9$�3I��
�C � [�\B�vo ��� Dw����o $�m�o” 5æ
B 9 6@A G8 8 � VW 6@ �� �3���3 
�  ?� ं8�
� �  “�����) 9 �
 e��
� 6�3 D [�\B� �ो ��-� Dw ��� ���� ��� �� $8�� ?� ं$&�� 
����� )��A” 6Q
, �3���3, � �K�)��, ��.6h
, ��	�6����� /, �86ं�&.� / !�� e�
� 
�  � �����
 [�\B� �ो ��	�M�  ��.�A � D� ��� $C� (1356–1377 H.) 
 � 	���
 ��Q�� ��  
8�C-8�C !#ं ��  � @·�-� @��� ���� �ो 4
 8�ं+B ����A M
��.6�h ��4.�a (!#ं) �  
“�>��.��������B�
�3�
� ं �7	�
� ं 4�B�� ����<�mo e���3� �� ” 5�`�a3 �� G
 ��  
�ो)��
 �ो 8��6� )��A 

                                                           
 
��  Epigraphia Indica,  Vol. XXII 
�k  South Indian Inscriptions, Vol. XI 
�u  K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, History of South India 
��  Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XII 
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 �6 “����<�m” (�
���3 4m�) �
 VW ��	� 7��� $��3 93 �ो	
� �� $��B 6@A 
��	�
)� ��  6Q
, �3���3, ��Ò
� D�� /, M
��� / �� ��:�� D�� / !�� 
)� � @��� ���
 ��  
�6�
 ��� �
 �A ����<�m �ो	
� 8 � � �� !&��â �ो �
���3 4m� �� ��� Dw 4��� �
 	�3
 
C
A 	���
 %���� �
�, ��&ं
 ����ो�K �
� �� �6ो��. �� �ो ��%�¡ 8�ं+B $�� C�A �6 
��. ��+B 4��3 �  � �� �� ������ ��  ���
 �� LB9� D) �6� 	� 8�3� 6@A �< ·������ 
(1509–1529 H.) �� 8�� !#ं $��% �  ��	�
)� � @��� ��Q�� �� LB9��. C�A 
�3���3 3���> ��  �
 D8��, “�����������
�C � [�\B�
� ं�6�ो ����o $�m�o��” G8 5�w 8 � 
�6 VW  6@ �� ���, c���B, �
��8ं�, �¶ !�� �� �ो	
��X *� 8 � ���
 ����� 	�3� 
C�A �6ो��.� / (�D �
�. �Ú.�) – � @���–MN3 ���
 %�.� ¸�K��e�
 ��	�
)� %�8�� 
7��� 8�ं�+3 $� Da � @��� e. C�A �6ो��.� /�� �%.�.�a (�< ·������ ��.) �  5�`�a3 
6@- “MN3�O�
 DI�
�
�3�
� ं��ç6ो>����B�
� ं[�\B�
� ं4�B�C 9� /”A �6 ��Ñ��Y MN3 �O, 
��ç6ो> �� 8ो���) ��Q�� ��  8�ं+B �� $��B 6@A �86ं�&.� /�� (��%�a��m
� /) ���Ö 
!#ं �� � @���–� @·� ���, 	6�Y ��	�
)� ��.

 
��86ं 4)��
 / �����	3 6@, �6�Y ��  
�86ं�&.� / ��4.�a �  “µ_o�¶c���B�
��8ं��%+�8�63 ं������
 ं$�3 93 �” =8 � 5 �̀a 
6@- �6 ��² ������ 8�63 ��� �%+� �ो VW *� 8 � $���B3 ��3� 6@A 

��	�
)���	�
)���	�
)���	�
)�    8���³8���³8���³8���³    � � � �     8��B�&�� 98��B�&�� 98��B�&�� 98��B�&�� 9, , , , � ��4�����4�����4�����4��----�&
��&
��&
��&
�    ��������    � @���� @���� @���� @���    ��Q��Q��Q��Q��������    

 ��	�
)� 8���³ (�k��–���� %3�2
) �� ��. ��+B 4��3 �  � ��� ��  8�ं+B, 
c�^� �� 8eं�)3 ��h�� �� �UR �6���B 9 ��. ��
� 	�3� 6@A G8 � D) �  � @��� 
��Q�� �� �. �
 DI�
 3� 8
��3 
 �6�� %�P
� c�^� (4��), �.
R�B �� % @�+� 
8��
 ��  *� �  ����83 ZHA 

8��B�&�� 98��B�&�� 98��B�&�� 98��B�&�� 9    ��������    � ��4�����4�����4�����4��----��Q��Q��Q��Q��������    

 8��B�&�� 9 (�k�� %3�2
) ��	�
)� ��. ��  8�� 9�:� $�3�I3 � @��� ��7�
 C �A �� 
�����}� L��
 ��  ��3� 3C� 6��6�–� D� ��	�' ं��  !�M3 ��� !&�� 9 C �A 8��B�&�� 9 7��� 
��&3 4�� ���� - Ó©���, �	 D�¤� (�< · � % D�), 8����� �� �C�9� �� ��  4�� !	 4
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��  South Indian Inscriptions, Vol. XIV 
��  Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXVIII 
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���-h� �� ���� �
 ��
� c�^� ��
 � 	�3 � 6�A G
 4��� �
 �&
� �� ��� 9 ��	�
)� ��  
8�ं+B � , 	���
 ��Q���� �� 3���-!#ं–�B� 9K� + �> ��  ��7�
� ��  ��7°6�ो) 8 � 8Qg 
Z!A G88 � �6 �8X 6ो3� 6@ �� ��	�
)� 8���³ ���� �
 �+� (8�ं+B) 6
 
6�, ��� 
5
��  c�e��
�� �� 4
 ��� C�A 

���4�����4�����4�����4��----8�ं&
�8�ं&
�8�ं&
�8�ं&
�    ��������    � �����������----�+��+��+��+�    

 ��	�
)� %�8
 �  � ��� ��  ���, 4��, $�3�.��-�
�� 9B �� �%+B �
 8��
3 
c�e� C
A ������� �ो 8�ं+B 6�3 D 5  ́ ��� �� ��_�� 8 � 8�6 �� �
U ������ 8 � 
���%�.�' ं�  8�ं�+3 ���� )��A 	���
 %���� �
�, �6ो��.� /, �3���3, M
��.6�h �� 
�86ं�&.� / 	 @8 � ���� �  � �����, 4��-���
 �� MN3 �O �
�R� *� 8 � &.3� C �A 

!#ं!#ं!#ं!#ं––––�B� 9K��B� 9K��B� 9K��B� 9K�    �
�
�
�
    8��
8��
8��
8��
    �.���.���.���.��    ��������    ����������������----��Q��Q��Q��Q��������    

 ��	�
)� ��. �  !#ं �� �B� 9K� + �>� �  8��
 �C�� �UR 8E% �.��-
��Q���� (3 �±) D–�g¯ ���M3 �3 D9.���� �.�� % @.
) �� $�ो) 6ो3� C�A �6
 ���B 6@ �� 
�
 �� � @��� ��}डD�.����Y !#ं �� �B� 9K� — �ो
� + �>� �  8��
 ���-��Q�� ��  8�C 
8 D��+3 �6�A G88 � � @��� ���� �� + �>
� ?�
��B 8�� Z!A 

 

 

                                                           
 
��  	���
 %���� �
� ��4.�a (�k�� %3�2
), ��	�
)� 8eं��� 6��6�–� D�� 7��� 	���
 �� �ो ��
 

8dx
 ��4.�a� �  �����}� �� 8��B�&�� 9 �� VW 5 �̀a ��.3� 6@A “M
��7���}�3
C 9�%��B 
8��B�&��¤B 8�h���4��$B�
�C � ?¡� �<�mo e���3�” 8��B�&�� 9 7��� 8�h ���� ��  4��-
�&
� 6�3 D �6 ����<�m e���3 �
 )HA Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XII; South Indian 
Inscriptions (SII), Shringeri Section 

��  � ��-�+� �� ����<�m c�e� : !#ं + �> ��  �%.�.�a M
��.6h
 �%.�.�a (� D� ��� $C�, 14�� 
%3�2
), “�>��.��������B�
�3�
� ं[�\B�
� ं4�B�C � � ���<�mo e���3�” �>��. ������ ��
 � ��.� 
[�\B� ��  4�B-�ो¡B 6�3 D � ���<�m e���3 �
 )HASII, Vol. IV (Andhra Inscriptions). 

��  !#ं–�B� 9K� 8��
 �.�� ?� ं� @��� ��Q��, 6Q
–�3���3 ��4.�a� �
 �.�� ��	�
)� ��.

 
��4.�a� �  3 �±) D–�g¯ ���M3 �Cं�.�� $� Dw ZH 6@, �	88 � �ो
� + �>� �  � ��-��� �
 ?�*�3� �8X 
6ो3
 6@A South Indian Inscriptions, Vols. I–X. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, The 
Vijayanagar Empire. “The uniformity of script and Vedic terminology across 
Andhra–Karnataka indicates a shared śrauta culture.” 
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)� 8���³, ��%�¡3o !#ं $��% � , �< ·�	 D�¤� (3 @�m�
� %�a�) ��  �
 D������ 
�� ��Z® C�A MN3 �O�, 8ो���), ��ç6ो>, �% 9–��B 9��8 �� ��	8�� 	 @8 � �
 DI�
� �  
� D̂  *� 8 � �< ·�	 D�¤� 8�ं63� �� �¶8�>� �� $�ो) ���� 	�3� C�A �6 ��Q�� �3���3, 
�6ो��.� /, M
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    c�e�c�e�c�e�c�e�    (12(12(12(12��������––––13131313��������    %3�2
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) ) ) )     

 ���3
� �%ं �
 ��	:�

 $����� ��. �  �
 D���ड��
 D���ड��
 D���ड��
 D���ड�    ((((6
 D���ड�6
 D���ड�6
 D���ड�6
 D���ड�)))) �6
, 	ो !)� 
&.�� '�)`D'�)`D'�)`D'�)`D    �C���C���C���C��    ?��%.�
)�
?��%.�
)�
?��%.�
)�
?��%.�
)�
    ((((!: D�
�!: D�
�!: D�
�!: D�
�    ���ं).���ं).���ं).���ं).)))) ��  *� �  5
�
 e��
 ��	

�3� 
�� 8�;ं< �3� ��	:�

 �

A ���3
� �%ं ��  $����� %�8� $ो.��	$ो.��	$ो.��	$ो.��	    $C�$C�$C�$C�    ((((.)4).)4).)4).)4)    
1095109510951095––––1110 1110 1110 1110 HHHH.).).).) ��  8�� 8 � 6
 � @��� :� 9 �� ��� $:�
 %�8
 3Õ �ो 8�ं+B ���� 	�
 � 
.)�A 6
 D���ड� + �> 8 � $�� �%.�.�a� �  � �� ������ �ो 4���-��
 3C� �O�
 DI�
 ��  5 �̀a 
��.3� 6�, 	ो ������
 �
 ��Q�� ��  $����� L*� �ो �%� 93 � 6�A �§����§����§����§���    (((($ो.��	$ो.��	$ो.��	$ो.��	    �73
��73
��73
��73
�, , , , 
.)4).)4).)4).)4)    1158115811581158––––1195 1195 1195 1195 HHHH.).).).) ��  %�8
��. �  ���3
� %�w �� ��h�� Z! �� � @��� �%+� 
�ो 8 DEF ��	�M� $�� Z!A H. 1163 ��  $�8X 6
 D���ड6
 D���ड6
 D���ड6
 D���ड    h�h�h�h�    .�a.�a.�a.�a �  &3 D�¤���� / ?� ं
¡� �������) ��$� �� 5 �̀a 6@, �	88 � �6 VW 6ो3� 6@ �� 58 ��. �  � ��� �� ������ �� 
8���3 ���
-����
 $&�.3 C�A 

 )B��3)B��3)B��3)B��3    ������������    ((((.)4).)4).)4).)4)    1199119911991199––––1262 1262 1262 1262 HHHH.).).).) ��  8�� �  ���3
� ��³ 8�;ं< �3� E�W 8 � 
5æ¡ 9 �� �ZY&�A ���ं). �� �ोKD�`
 8 � $�� �%.�.�a� �  [�\B ��6���, MN3-f�3 9 
��â 3C� ��_�� 8 � 8dX � @��� ���
 ���� �� 5 �̀a ��.3� 6@, 	ो � ��-����� ��Q�� ��  
8�ं+B �ो $���B3 ��3� 6@A �§�����
�§�����
�§�����
�§�����
    ((((.)4).)4).)4).)4)    1262126212621262––––1289 1289 1289 1289 HHHH.).).).) 
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 ��
 � � �� 9	� �
 
� @��� ��Q��' ं�ो �
�? �a�A &�) DÛ �� ����. ��  �%.�.�a� �  [�\B� �ो ��? )? 
��
� 3C� :� 9����B %�8
 �� �B 9
 ��.3� 6@, �	88 � � �����
 �
 �
�R�3� �8X 6ो3
 6@A 
���3
� �%ं ��  ��R� �6�
 %�8� $3���§���$3���§���$3���§���$3���§���    ((((.)4).)4).)4).)4)    1289128912891289––––1323 1323 1323 1323 HHHH.).).).) ��  %�8
��. �  
� @��� �
 DI�
� �ो ��%�¡ �6� $�� Z!A ����. Ø) 9 ��  �%.�.�a� �  �O�, ��$ ��
� 3C� 
���-��������� ��  8¢�
 �� 5 �̀a 6@, 	ो �6 �%� 93� 6@ �� ���3
� %�8
 ��  ��R� &�B 
3� � @��� �%+� �� ��Q�� �ो ��³ 8�ं+B $�� C�A  
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 ��  8�C 
3 �.ं)�
�–!| +�> �
 e���3 :��� 9� �� ��� �
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 ���—8� �h �� ��� � )�� C �A  G8 =�36��8� 8�K��. �  $ो.� 

���, 	ो ���3
� ��Q�� 8 � $ ���3 � D8 D
��� 
���� ��  $� Da C �, ?� �6���B 9 8�ं+� %�w 
��  *� �  54��A  $ो.� 
��� ��  ��.�8 3���Û �  ���3
� 8���³ ��  �3
 ��  ��� �  � ��, 
��6��,%�P ���
 ��  
�% �� 5 �̀a 6@A $ो.� 
��� 
 � 3��� �ो ���h ����, �� p� p� 
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 e���3 ����A �6 ��. 
���3
� 8���³ ��  �3
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 � ��.� � �����
 
[�\B� �ो 4���, �
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 The Veda is an inexhaustible treasure of Universal Knowledge. It is an 

eternal lamp for the seekers of truth. All the systems of knowledge and science 

exist in seed form in the Veda. “Vāstu” or architecture also cannot be 

exceptional. Frequent occurrence of the word Vāstoṣpati proves the significance 

of religious importance of Vāstu presided over by the deity Vāstoṣpati.  

Appeasement of this deity is teleologically sought for a house replete with 

prosperity like cows and horses - 
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 The same concept is apparently evidenced in adoration of Vāstupuruṣa in 

later period of classical Vāstu, which is identical with Vedic Vāstoṣpati. 

 The nature of Vedic mythology suggests that there is an inextricable 

relation between individual and collective mass: singularity and plurality. We 

come across the same tendency in religious facet of Vāstu also. As modern 

architecture prepares structural outline of a specific residential area and cities 

and executes it, the same way Indian system of Vāstu also.  The only difference 

between the two is whereas modern architecture lays emphases on utility and 

outward beauty, Indian Vāstu system having transcended gross exuberance, is 

particular about maintaining religious subtlety. And this trait has directly been 

assimilated from the philosophical tenets of the Vedas. 

 When did the cities come into existence? This question is too complicate to 

unravel.  A series of speculations is put forward by so many doyen scholars from 

time to time, detail of which would transgress the intent of this paper. 

 Most of the western scholars and their well meaning Indian followers, under 

guise of historian, opine that Vedic people were nomadic pastorals and they 

were only accustomed to villages of tribal pattern.  But the fact is just opposite.  

The worlds “Pur” and “Pura” which denote city or town are abundantly used in 

the vast corpus of esteemed Vedic literature.  For instance - 
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  "O Indra you destroy the cities or forts of the enemies from your city." 

 This fact should also be taken into account that there was perhaps no 

distinction between fort and city.  Fortification was always devised on pattern of 

city. The Ṛgveda refers to fort made of Iron- 
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 In this verse fort of Indra is told to be made of Iron. Apart from this, 

Tai.Saṃ. not only mentions existence of Iron forts but also the forts made of 

silver and gold- 
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 The concept of Tripura of the demon killed by lord Śiva, which occurs in 

puranic mythology and very popular among the masses can safely be traced 

back in above quoted matra of Taittiriya Recension of the Black Yajurveda.  This 

word with narrated concept is also found in the Aitareya Brāhmaṇa and the 

Śatapath Brāhmaṇa also contains its gistly clue - 
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 "By these three, he makes for this Tripura, because of this it is the best form 

of city that is Tripura.  He by superior and too superior metre makes the lines far 

better in ascending order. The lines are the cities." On bases of above quoted 

lines of Śatapath Brāhmaṇa two things can be inferred.  First, that the cities 

were located in three rows divided by roads, secondly Lekhāḥ can be explained 

as drawings also. At first, the cities were planned in drawing form and in 

accordance with that brought in their physical entities. Sāyaṇas commentry on 

"lekh
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excessively important world 'Mahāpur' is used – "Nopsad
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jayanti

1

."

."."

."  There is hardly any grounding to connect it to a metropolitan city as 

outwardly it may seem because population of whole âryavarta in that remote 

age might not have been even equal to that of Delhi or Mumbai. Over all, we can 
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  Tai.Saṃ.6.2.3. 
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take the term Mahāpura standing to denote a big town rather. Occurrence of the 

same terminology in Aitarey Brāhmaṇa strengthens the concept of large towns 

to further extent. 

 As it is already told that within the forts, the cities were developed during 

Vedic days and were usually occupied by royal family and barons. There was 

predominance of use of stone in fencing the city to make it intact, impenetrable 

and un-afflicted by any possible attack of adversary foes. 'Śāradῑ Pur' amazingly 

resembles modern seasonal cities. In modern times Srinagar and Jammu and 

during British rule partly Shimla can be exemplified as seasonal cities. It would 

be a blunder anachronism and over enthusiastic exaggeration, if we equate 

completely modern set up to that of that yore era. But it should also be borne in 

mind that even the proponents of evolution theory say that anything in this world 

or in the universe is not evolved from absolute zero. 

 The most famous word of Sanskrit denoting city "Nagara" is witnessed at 

first in Taittirῑya Āraṇyaka

1

 followed by some of Brāhmaṇas, which signals 

considerable advancement and sophisticated characteristic of a city. Though 

historically it might be correct that the cities of later period comprised more 

peculiarity, yet occurrence of Tripura and Mahāpura as mentioned above cannot 

be overlooked and their unhindered appearance in Purāṇas cannot be relegated 

or squarely rejected. If this allusion has some intrinsic value, then it can be 

unfalteringly equated to description of Megasthenes of the city of Pāṭaliputra and 

description available in the Buddhist text Mahāparinivvānasutta, the Rāmayana 

and the Mahābhārata. The remnants of the ancient city capital of Kauśāmbῑ 

dwelled by Nicakṣu, the descendant of Pāṇḍavas and brought to culmination of 

advancement by Udayana, the descendant of the dynasty of Vatsas epitomizes 

the same model. 
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 Points to eight circled and nine doored city in metaphoric style. 

 With reference to the Śatapath Brāhmaṇa, one gated city can also be 

surmised. 
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 "As on enters the city through open gate or when the gate is open." 
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  Naitamṛṣiṃ viditvā nagaraṃ praviśet, Tai.Ā.1.11.18 
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 "As someone wants to enter the city, when the gate is closed." 

 Here the word Dvār has been declined in the singular number of locative 

case. 

 The mention of Kāmpīlavāsinī

1

 in pretty exalted mode indicates much 

covetedness of the city of Kāmpila, which for a long span of time, through the 

ages maintained its exquisiteness down to the historical periods of monumental 

documents. 

 Western scholar like Pischel and Geldner relying upon the facts, have also 

accepted the existence of town (or town cities) at the time, when our Vedic 

culture flourished. 

 So, by description furnished above we can extricate the fact of familiarity of 

Vedic people with cities.  Propaganda of west-oriented and obsessed scholars 

has over-lived and do not have any substantial importance. 

 As already mentioned regarding golden cities or towns, the same is 

adduced in the Atharvaveda- 
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 He conquered the golden forts or city- forts of the demons. Like that of 

Dānavas, the forts of Dasyu which were their stronghold places of shelther find 

exuberant expression- 
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 Atharvans fettered, the followers of Atharvans fettered, emboldened by 

them Aṅgirasas destroyed the fort town of Dasyu- 

 It is assumed that the concept of city or town was absolutely unknown to 

Aryan people.  Some of the scholars fabricated and forged illicit but outwardly 

attracting logic that preoccupants of Āryāvarta were having such constructional 

setup, which was rampaged by Aryan invaders. They often quote epithet 

'Purabhid' of Indra for gratifications of their fancy. But our eyes meet abundant 

references to the fort-figure townships associated with 'devas' who are not 

treated adversaries of Aryans even by western mythologists like MacDonnell 

and Hillenbrandt. For instance 
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  Vā-Saṃ.23.18 (Uvata explains this word as Kāmpīle Nagare Vasatīti Kāmpīlavāsinī) 
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 Whose city is built by deities, on the landscape of which many actions are 

performed.  May Prajāpati make the earth teeming up all (entities) pleasant for 

our sake in all the quarters. 

 The mention of 'Pur' in plural number indicates the existence of many a 

cities. 

 Similic and metaphoric exposition of the body as 'Pur' has already been 

narrated. Another corresponding verse is being extracted here for 

comprehensive apprehension- 
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 "The golden city of the deities is undecaying." 

 The use of word 'Hiraṇya' in this mantra has undoubtedly some spirituality 

but golden plating or gold-colouredness of the abodes can also be inferred. For 

uniform look of the city, golden-colour would have been applied to bedeck the 

walls of the houses.  There is also slight possibility of applying yellow earth (like 

multānῑ) to create golden lustre. In modern times Jaipur can be compared to 

such type of city concept in uniformity of colour. 

 Now, we come to very popular word frequently used for 'city'. That is 

'Nagara". 

 This word does not occur in either of the 'Saṃhitā'. This word firstly appears 

in Brāhmaṇa literature at various places as already mentioned. Prof. P.K. 

Acharya has descreted aspect of Pur, Pura and Nagar in following words-The 

Purs were mere forts while pura in Tripur and Mahapura was something much 

bigger...... Thus Pur might have been Prototype of Pura, the developed city and 

Nagar, the full fledge city

1

. 

 The derivative word 'Nagarin' having added secondary suffix 'Ini'

2

 to stem 

word 'Nagar' furnishing the sense of inhabitant of city, finds occurrence maidenly 

in Jai.Brā

3

 and its female counterpart Nagariṇi in the Aitareya Brāhmaṇa. This 
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  Encyclopaedia of Hindu Architecture, Vol. VII, p. 247 
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  Ata Iniṭhanau, Pā.5.2.115 
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  3.7.3.20 (Nagarī Jānaśruteyaḥ Kāṇḍavīyaḥ) 
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word has been originated from Sanskrit 'Naga' which is also supported by 

Wilson. This word comprises a variety of senses like city, palace, mercantile 

place

1

 etc. According to Prof. H.S. Tripathi, this word has its origin in 'Drañj' of 

the Avesta, which itself is a counterpart of Verbal root 'Dṛṃh' having meaning 'to 

be strong'. The parallel of the Avestan 'Dranj' is Dranga

2

 used by Kalhaïa in his 

chronicle poetry 'Rājataraṅgini' and 'Udraïga'

3

. If we take this etymology, then its 

meaning 'stronghold' becomes crystal transparent. In case of derivation 

proposed by Kātyāyana and also backed by Wilson also suggests the same 

meaning in different way. Congregated meaning of (Naga+Ra

4

) is 'having 

mountains'.  Unsurprisingly, cities and strongholds were most often erected on 

mountain if it is adjacent or mountain like situation as unridability, 

unsurmountability, digging out ditches etc., were created. Superbly sophisticated 

technical devices were developed later on as evidenced by the Arthaśāstra and 

other scriptures, elucidation of which would go beyond the limit of intended title. 

 It is also well known to ingenious elite that there was a great boost in 

emergence of cities in the world at the era between 8

th

 Centuries B.C. to 5

th

 

Century B.C. as observed by Santanu Chakravarti- 

 "The eighth to fifth centuries B.C. saw growth of trade, colonization and the 

rise and expansion of cities in many parts of the worlds"

5

. 

 This very period is termed great city period (Mahājanapadakāla), which 

experienced upheaval of Kauśāmbῑ, Pāṭaliputra etc. 

 Whatever may be asserted about this notion, but existence of primeval city 

setup in Vedic period cannot be demurred. The theory of adversity between 

Aryans and inhabitants of Indus valley is now standing on very foible footing and 

does not bear any intrinsic significance.  When we correlate Vedic references to 

later development of city model, a conceivable and palliating chain of interlink is 

obtained. 

 One more thing would be relevant as to what was rampant during that 

remote antiquity regarding use of bricks. Most of the observers prone to western 

                                                           

 
1

  The Geographical Dictionary of India Ancient and Early medieval India,  

 N.N. Bhattacharyya, Introduction, p. 30. 

2

  Tena Svanāmnā Bhāṇḍeṣu Draṅge Sindhuramudraṇā, Rājataraghgiṇī, 8.2011 

3

  Udraïgaþ = Puraviśeṣaḥ, Vyomacāripuram, Śabdakalpadrumaḥ Vol.1,p. 242 

4

  Nagapāṃsupāṇḍubhyaśca, Vāartika on Pā.5.2.107 

5

  History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian Civilization. Vol.XV, part-2, p. 39. 
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trend are of the opinion that Vedic Aryans were not familiar with the technique of 

baking the bricks

1

. D.P. Chattopadhyaya has suggested a new theory that there 

is reference of brick in the Śatapath Brāhmaṇa and Baudhāyana-śulva-sūtra 

indicates when it speaks of bricks, it means burnt bricks only.  But aquiescing to  

the western propaganda as beckoned above he suggests that these bricks for 

the sake of piling fire altars might have been brought from the ruins of Harappa, 

as can be guessed by his observation that the Brāhmaṇa and Śulva 

acquaintance with burnt bricks could have come from the ruins of the Harappan 

cities.  

In this context there are two sturdy objections- 

1. Those Aryans who could melt ores into purified metals like Gold, Silver, 

Glass, Diamond, Copper etc., were ignorant of the technique of baking of 

bricks; this notion seems very funny if not ridiculous. 

2. Bricks of any ruins are not used for sacred liturgical purpose.  These bricks 

were given different shapes and diversified nomenclature to produce 

desired measurement and shape of fire-alter. Aṣādhā brick is exclusively 

made by the spouse of sacrificer. So, supposition of Chattopadhyaya 

regarding recycling of bricks cannot be accepted. 

 It is amazing that basing on defiled and smattering archaeological 

evidences and obsessive erroneous dating of ancient Indian literary documents, 

most of the historians have fetched conclusion to gratify their whim.  So we 

should observe cautiousness in accepting such evidences otherwise we are 

sure to be laid astray. 

 As there is a heap pile of literary documents about existence of cities in 

Vedic period, we ought to accept this fact honestly. Though, it would not be 

digestible for the historians, blindly believing 'Nomadic Pastoral' theory about 

Vedic people and accepting wrongly, fetched meaning of the terms of our yore 

language, propagated by western conspirators. 
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 The Rigveda is accepted as the earliest Vedic work. The hymns of this Veda, 

because of their high antiquity and some other reasons, are not yet satisfactorily 

explained and understood by the scholars. The experts in the subject differ with 

each other regarding the aims and objects of the hymns and offer different 

interpretations. The mythologists find in the hymns only myths and magic. 

There are again some other scholars who venture to explain some of the hymns 

from the astronomical or geological point of view. The most notable, however, is 

the view of the spiritualists who consider that the Vedic hymns are purely 

mystical in nature and if we attempt to explain the stanzas accordingly, the 

obscurities and enigmatic character of them will disappear. They strongly cite 

the line """"345345345345678678678678    9:8;3< =97> =8?834"9:8;3< =97> =8?834"9:8;3< =97> =8?834"9:8;3< =97> =8?834" (AV. IV. 3.16) in this context in support of their 

view. The meaning of the line just quoted is – To thee, who knowest all these 

secret speeches ("("("("34D8 4 E78F8 G34 HIJ834 349:48 34KL8; 9M?834 =8?834 =393NOPQ8393NR =S K8D>K8 34D8 4 E78F8 G34 HIJ834 349:48 34KL8; 9M?834 =8?834 =393NOPQ8393NR =S K8D>K8 34D8 4 E78F8 G34 HIJ834 349:48 34KL8; 9M?834 =8?834 =393NOPQ8393NR =S K8D>K8 34D8 4 E78F8 G34 HIJ834 349:48 34KL8; 9M?834 =8?834 =393NOPQ8393NR =S K8D>K8 

39T EK834 <98 G3U 9:8;3< 98V834"39T EK834 <98 G3U 9:8;3< 98V834"39T EK834 <98 G3U 9:8;3< 98V834"39T EK834 <98 G3U 9:8;3< 98V834"----    SSSSāyana).āyana).āyana).āyana). This, they hold, clearly shows that the 

utterances of the Vedic poets are full of hidden meaning. It is also stated in the 

Veda that gods are very much fond of that which is indirect and they dislike 

anything direct ("("("("WLXY3Z78 [9 3\ ]>98R Z^WLXY3Z78 [9 3\ ]>98R Z^WLXY3Z78 [9 3\ ]>98R Z^WLXY3Z78 [9 3\ ]>98R Z^_3`aR_3`aR_3`aR_3`aR----" " " " AB. XIII.9)AB. XIII.9)AB. XIII.9)AB. XIII.9). It is on this grounds, 

argued that the literal meaning of the Vedic lines is not the only and the true 

meaning. 

 That the Veda can at the same time convey more than one meaning is 

corroborated by the texts themselves. They sometimes offer different 

interpretation like """"[^3Q] E9KO e"[^3Q] E9KO e"[^3Q] E9KO e"[^3Q] E9KO e" (this is the theistic meaning), """"[^f8gO e"[^f8gO e"[^f8gO e"[^f8gO e" (this is 

however the spiritual or philosophical meaning). 

 We also find the support of Yāska on this point, who while explaining the 

verse """"jQ>kjQ >kjQ >kjQ >kl8 l8 l8 l8 :L3K O85:L3K O85:L3K O85:L3K O8577777 E57 E57 E57 E5a 98:;ka 98:;ka 98:;ka 98:;k    m no n5m no n5m no n5m no n5 98p jk98p jk98p jk98p jkq5q5q5q5r8O e jkr8O e jkr8O e jkr8O e jkW n5W n5W n5W n5678O e"678O e"678O e"678O e" (AV. X. 71.5 – the voice he heard 
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yields neither any fruit nor any flower) comments that the meaning of Vedic 

sentences are fruits and flowers; the liturgical meaning is flower and the theistic 

sense is fruits or the theistic meaning is flower and the spiritual significance is 

fruit of the symbolic Vedic tree- """"jF G 98:R W n67qrO8\ 78w] E9K > W nxqr> ] >9K8Nf8g> 98"jF G 98:R W n67qrO8\ 78w] E9K > W nxqr> ] >9K8Nf8g> 98"jF G 98:R W n67qrO8\ 78w] E9K > W nxqr> ] >9K8Nf8g> 98"jF G 98:R W n67qrO8\ 78w] E9K > W nxqr> ] >9K8Nf8g> 98" 

(Nirukta. 1.6.4). This here it is clearly admitted that the final goal of the Veda is 

spiritualism. 

 Sāyana, the renowned Vedic commentator, also in his interpretation of a 

verse of the Agveda observes that the subsequent stanzas can also be interpreted 

in the same way i.e. in the light of spiritualism, but he will desist from doing 

that since it swell the volume of the work to an enormous proportion. He, 

therefore, proposes to give out the spiritual meanings only where the verses are 

not latently but palpably spiritual- """"{9O n|L}83W jf8gWLK78 7X~37K n; mV; KF83W {9O n|L}83W jf8gWLK78 7X~37K n; mV; KF83W {9O n|L}83W jf8gWLK78 7X~37K n; mV; KF83W {9O n|L}83W jf8gWLK78 7X~37K n; mV; KF83W 

�L<�8N898] e ���L<�8N898] e ���L<�8N898] e ���L<�8N898] e ��39�LN78K e 4 3r�K>� 7} K n 39�LN78K e 4 3r�K>� 7} K n 39�LN78K e 4 3r�K>� 7} K n 39�LN78K e 4 3r�K>� 7} K n ''''`8 < nWU8 G`8 < nWU8 G`8 < nWU8 G`8 < nWU8 G''''----    [^8]� �n�O e �f83g=X�F GR ZK�7K>"[^8]� �n�O e �f83g=X�F GR ZK�7K>"[^8]� �n�O e �f83g=X�F GR ZK�7K>"[^8]� �n�O e �f83g=X�F GR ZK�7K>" 

(on Agveda 1.164.1). 

 It is generally believed that the Vedic rituals are only magical in nature and 

the mantras are only magic formula. The spiritualists, however, contend that 

rituals are not magic but highly symbolic in character and aimed at realization 

of the supreme self. The Gītā says """"<9� =O8 G3�r; W8F G w84 > W3L<O8�K>"<9� =O8 G3�r; W8F G w84 > W3L<O8�K>"<9� =O8 G3�r; W8F G w84 > W3L<O8�K>"<9� =O8 G3�r; W8F G w84 > W3L<O8�K>" (IV.33) – each 

and every act, O Arjuna, ends up in knowledge. The aim of most of the Vedic 

rituals is �H GR�HGR�HGR�HGR or �R�R�R�R which means illumination, bright spot. The Yv. dedicates 

itself fully to the task of dissertations on rituals. The white school of this Veda 

finally ends in identification of the individual soul with the supreme soul: 

""""7X�7X�7X�7X�<89<� W n�aR <X�\O3�"<89<� W n�aR <X�\O3�"<89<� W n�aR <X�\O3�"<89<� W n�aR <X�\O3�" (st. 16). This last part of the Samhitā is known to us as 

Iśopani�ad or Yajna results in realization of the Self if we take it symbolically. 

When the instruments for the attainment of the supreme Reality are external 

objects, it is Yāga or ritual and when on the other hand they are internal ones 

(i.e. different of the body), the process is called Yoga i.e. restraining the restive 

character of mind or final union with the supreme Consciousness. So there is 

nothing magical or abominable in the rituals. 

 The Vedic hymns, according to the spiritualists, are results of highly 

spiritual realization and hence it is not easy to understand the profundity of 
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them for a person who is bereft or that rare faculty or is averse to accept the 

symbolic value of the poems. We have to accept the hymns in the very spirit in 

which they flew out from the hearts of the seers. It is not true that high 

philosophical thoughts appeared for the first time during the age of the 

Upanishad, only in protest against the Vedic cults and thoughts. There exists no 

real confrontation between the Samhitās and the Upani�adas. ("("("("3Kr>a n K Er9] e 9 >] > 3Kr>a n K Er9] e 9 >] > 3Kr>a n K Er9] e 9 >] > 3Kr>a n K Er9] e 9 >] > 

9 >9 >9 >9 >]8]8]8]8�8R Z3K3�K8R"�8R Z3K3�K8R"�8R Z3K3�K8R"�8R Z3K3�K8R"----    MuktikMuktikMuktikMuktikā Up.I.1.9)ā Up.I.1.9)ā Up.I.1.9)ā Up.I.1.9). The seers of the Sa�hitās enjoyed the 

presence of the supreme God in every object of nature and so they indulged 

frequently in the worship of nature. This is not to be misunderstood as animism, 

fetishism and the like (cf. "(cf. "(cf. "(cf. "j3NO834?W]>m;� n 39m>a84 nH3K�8j3NO834?W]>m;� n 39m>a84 nH3K�8j3NO834?W]>m;� n 39m>a84 nH3K�8j3NO834?W]>m;� n 39m>a84 nH3K�8O e"O e"O e"O e"----    Br. SBr. SBr. SBr. Sū. II.5; "ū. II.5; "ū. II.5; "ū. II.5; "O8\8N8�78] e O8\8N8�78] e O8\8N8�78] e O8\8N8�78] e 

] >9K878 {= �g8  ¡Q8 �I7K>"]>9K878 {= �g8  ¡Q8 �I7K>"]>9K878 {= �g8  ¡Q8 �I7K>"]>9K878 {= �g8  ¡Q8 �I7K>"----    Nir. VII.4.11)Nir. VII.4.11)Nir. VII.4.11)Nir. VII.4.11). The philosophers of the Upani�ads on 

the other hand mostly favored the unalloyed reality of the Soul and so 

volunteered to for ego the immediate aspect of the world. They withdrew 

themselves from the exterior world to listen to the voice of silence. The 

expressions of the Vedic seers are therefore nor discursive but poetic and 

metaphorical in nature, while that of the Upani�adic seers are mostly illustrative 

and occasionally argumentative. To understand the hymns we should therefore 

pierce thorough the metaphors and bring out the inner meaning. 

 Śri Aurobinda also accepts the Veda as a work of great esoteric significance. 

According to him “The Veda is a book of esoteric symbolic, almost of spiritual 

formula, which masks itself as a collection of ritual poems. The inner sense is 

psychological, universal, impersonal…. Therefore when we read Saramā by the 

path of the Truth discovers the herds, the mind is stopped and baffled by an 

unfamiliar language. It has to be translated to us like the phrase about Saraswatī 

to the European ('Laksmī and Saraswatī refuse to dwell under one roof' -wealth 

and learning seldom go together) into a plainer and less figured thought, 

'Intuition by the way of the Truth arrives at the hidden illuminations' (On the 

Veda- pg. 415, 417). 

 We should however bear in mind that even if the view of the spiritualists 

that all the hymns have symbolic significance is not accepted by us, still the 

philosophical importance of the Veda is in no way decreased. We need not 
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assume that all the poets of the Vedic age were of equal genius and all of them 

composed the hymns with the same purpose in view. The contents of the hymns 

differed according to the intentions of the poets concerned. This is also clearly 

admitted by Yāska who remarks """"{9O e ¦§89: EL3NZ87 Ë G a�U8; O©ª«7X N93�"{9O e ¦§89: EL3NZ87 Ë G a�U8; O©ª«7X N93�"{9O e ¦§89: EL3NZ87 Ë G a�U8; O©ª«7X N93�"{9O e ¦§89: EL3NZ87 Ë G a�U8; O©ª«7X N93�" (Nir. 

VII.3.20). The B¬had-devetā also agrees with Yāska on this point. The hymns of 

the Av. and Av. can indeed be classified under different heads according to their 

contents, such as liturgical dialogue secular, lyrical, philosophical etc. 

 We need not also unnecessarily drag ourselves into the controversy over 

whether the Veda is man-made ((((W�W�W�W�����a >7)a >7)a >7)a >7) or not. It may still be mentioned here 

that the Veda in impersonal not in the traditional sense of term, but in a very 

restricted sense of bursting forth from the heart of the seers without any 

conscious attempt or mechanical device on their part. Bankimchandra 

Chattopadhyay, a famous savant of Bengal in the 19th century, observes that he 

does not consider any basis in nature (Bankim Racanābalī -ed. by. J. C. Bāgal- 

Vol. II. pg. 792). 

 In the Veda we frequently find references to various gods like Indra, Agni, 

Varu­a, Pū�ā and others. Does the Veda then preach polytheism? 

Bankimchandra thinks that at the earliest stage of the Rv. people worshiped 

inanimate objects of nature, but they gradually came to understand that Indra 

did not send down rain, Vāyu did not blow wind, the sun (Sūrya) was not 

spreading forth light. It was a God behind all such phenomena. So all the 

current names were accepted as different appellations of the one and same 

Reality. 

 More acceptable appears to be the view of Maurice Philips on the pluralistic 

and monastic reference in the Veda. He remarks “Hence polytheism and ideal 

pantheism are two streams which from the earliest times have run parallel in 

India. As it was in the Vedic age, so it is now polytheism is the religion of the 

thoughtful few” (The Teaching of the Vedas- First Indian edn. Pgs. 72, 73). 

 Whether each and every Vedic mantra is permeated with great 

philosophical thoughts or not is a different question, but there cannot be any 

doubt regarding the fact that the history of Indian philosophy starts right from 
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the Rgvedic period. The mantras of the Sa�hitās provided great impetus of the 

founders of different philosophical systems in the subsequent ages. Not only the 

germs of later philosophical thoughts can be traced to the Sa�hitās Brāhma­as 

but the way of expressions in some cases is also strikingly similar or even almost 

identical with that of the latter. Let us now take up a few instances and see how 

far this is correct. 

 The first step for any kind of investigation, whether philosophical or 

scientific, is query i.e. to raise questions or attempt to solve any question raised. 

The Kenopani�ad starts with the question """"=>=>=>=> 4 >4 >4 >4 >3aK; WK3K Z >3aK; O4R3aK; WK3K Z >3aK; O4R3aK; WK3K Z >3aK; O4R3aK; WK3K Z >3aK; O4R, , , , =>4 Z8UR ZFOR Z E3K =>4 Z8UR ZFOR Z E3K =>4 Z8UR ZFOR Z E3K =>4 Z8UR ZFOR Z E3K 

7 nMR7 nMR7 nMR7 nMR? ? ? ? =>4 >3aK8; 98:3OO8; 9]3�=>4 >3aK8; 98:3OO8; 9]3�=>4 >3aK8; 98:3OO8; 9]3�=>4 >3aK8; 98:3OO8; 9]3�, , , , :Y nR oX}; = ¦ ]>9X 7 n43MR:Y nR oX}; = ¦ ]>9X 7 n43MR:Y nR oX}; = ¦ ]>9X 7 n43MR:Y nR oX}; = ¦ ]>9X 7 n43MR³³³³"""" (I.1)- Desired by whom the 

mind, pressed into service, proceeds to think? Direct by whom the principal 

breath moves to work? Desired by whom men utter words? Who is that God 

who yokes eyes and ears to their respective jobs? In the Ka´hopani�ad we see 

Nacicetas proceeding or Yama's abode to ask him the most difficult and 

embarrassing question, whether any entity of man exists after death of not- """"7 >7; 7 >7; 7 >7; 7 >7; 

Z >K > 393:3=µ8 O4 n¶>Z >K > 393:3=µ8 O4 n¶>Z >K > 393:3=µ8 O4 n¶>Z >K > 393:3=µ8 O4 n¶>, , , , j��^>=>  487O��3K : E=> "j��^>=>  487O��3K : E=> "j��^>=>  487O��3K : E=> "j��^>=>  487O��3K : E=> " (I. 1. 19). In the Praśnopani�ad Kabandhī 

and five others put forward questions like """"=nKX \ 98 Z~8 Z~87�>"=nKX \ 98 Z~8 Z~87�>"=nKX \ 98 Z~8 Z~87�>"=nKX \ 98 Z~8 Z~87�>" (I. 3). The 

Śvetāśvatara Upani�ad commences with the question """"3=;  =8LU; =nKR � ~8K8 ~�98O 3=;  =8LU; =nKR � ~8K8 ~�98O 3=;  =8LU; =nKR � ~8K8 ~�98O 3=;  =8LU; =nKR � ~8K8 ~�98O 

=>4 · : <¸3K�8"=>4 · : <¸3K�8"=>4 · : <¸3K�8"=>4 · : <¸3K�8" (I.1)- What's the final cause? Where from are we born? By whom 

we continue to live? What's our last resort? In the Gītā Arjuna asks Śrī K¬�­a 

several questions of which the most important and fundamental one is """"3=;  4X 3=;  4X 3=;  4X 3=;  4X 

L8¹>4 HX39ºL8¹>4 HX39ºL8¹>4 HX39ºL8¹>4 HX39º, , , , 3=;  NXH E~»39K >4 98"3=;  NXH E~»39K >4 98"3=;  NXH E~»39K >4 98"3=;  NXH E~»39K >4 98" (I. 32)- What purpose of ours can be served,               

O Govinda, by the crown, enjoyment and life? In Ca­dī which is a part of 

Mārka­¼eyā Purā­a King Suratha asks Medhas """"=8 <8 3\ ]>9� O\8O87 >3K 78; N984 e ½9�3K =8 <8 3\ ]>9� O\8O87 >3K 78; N984 e ½9�3K =8 <8 3\ ]>9� O\8O87 >3K 78; N984 e ½9�3K =8 <8 3\ ]>9� O\8O87 >3K 78; N984 e ½9�3K 

=FO n¾¿8 <8 =O8 GÀ8Á 3=O e"=FO n¾¿8 <8 =O8 GÀ8Á 3=O e"=FO n¾¿8 <8 =O8 GÀ8Á 3=O e"=FO n¾¿8 <8 =O8 GÀ8Á 3=O e" (I. 60, 61)  Who is the that Goddess Mahāmāyā, the great 

illusive one, of whom you are speaking? How does the appear? What are her 

functions? In the Tāntric scriptures also we find Pārvatī asking Śiva questions 

and the latter replying or vice verse. 

 We should not think that this method of question and answer was evolved 

for the first time in the post-Vedic age. The method was rather a continuation 

from the Vedic period. In the Av. a seer poses the question: """"=X ]k=X ]k=X ]k=X ]k]mG ZF5]mG ZF5]mG ZF5]mG ZF5O; ~87kO; ~87kO; ~87kO; ~87kO84O e O84O e O84O e O84O e 
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jÂ5jÂ5jÂ5jÂ5l�;5l�;5l�;5l�;5    7777]k]k]k]k4444Â8Â8Â8Â8    3 3 3 3 N53K GN53K GN53K GN53K G"""" (I. 164.Ã)- Who beheld Him as He first sprang forth, the 

boneless one supporting all that bony? Another seer asks: """"=X j5=X j5=X j5=X j5 Ä8 9>kÄ8 9>kÄ8 9>kÄ8 9>k]5]5]5]5    = [5= [5= [5= [5\ Z9Xk\ Z9Xk\ Z9Xk\ Z9Xk:5:5:5:5 K e K e K e K e 

=nK5=nK5=nK5=nK5    �~8k�~8k�~8k�~8kK85K85K85K85    =nKk=nKk=nKk=nKk    [5[ 5[ 5[ 57 ; 39<Sk7 ; 39<Sk7 ; 39<Sk7 ; 39<Sk3«R"3«R"3«R"3«R" (Av. X. 129.6)- Who does truly know? Who in this world 

can in full and unambiguous voice tell us, whence was it born and whence has 

come forth this creation? In the Av. we find a seer who puts forward the 

following question- """"=>4 W8Å» �NSK > W n�aÀ =>4=>4 W8Å» �NSK > W n�aÀ =>4=>4 W8Å» �NSK > W n�aÀ =>4=>4 W8Å» �NSK > W n�aÀ =>4    O8<; <ÆSK; =>4 H nÇ�"O8<; <ÆSK; =>4 H nÇ�"O8<; <ÆSK; =>4 H nÇ�"O8<; <ÆSK; =>4 H nÇ�" (X. 2.1)- Who has 

framed the heels of man? By whom has the flash been fashioned? By whom the 

work ankles? What a great similarity we notice here between the Sa�hitās and 

Up. in thought and language! 

 In the Ka´aopani�ad and the Gītā we find a description of a banian tree, the 

root of which lies in upward direction and the branches spread forth 

downwards. The tree is here symbolic for this temporary perishable world, the 

source of which is rooted in heaven and ramifications found in our everyday 

life. We find the same idea already expressed in the description """"NI~ G kNI~ G kNI~ G kNI~ G kw ¦|85w ¦|85w ¦|85w ¦|854Wk4Wk4Wk4Wk]X N n5]X N n5]X N n5]X N n59 9 9 9 

�m8k�m8k�m8k�m8k    j~87�"j~87�"j~87�"j~87�" (Av. X.72.4)- the earth was produced from one whose feet (roots) 

are reversed and quarters appeared from the earth. 

 We are all familiar with the story of Naciketas which is found in the Ka. Up. 

The visit of a boy to Yama's abode is already alluded to in the Av. in the line """"[5[ 5[ 5[ 5]; ]; ]; ]; 

75757575OÀ5OÀ5OÀ5OÀ5    <8]k<8]k<8]k<8]k4 ; ] >9O854 ; ] >9O854 ; ] >9O854 ; ] >9O854 ; 7] e ¦54 ; 7] e ¦54 ; 7] e ¦54 ; 7] e ¦5ÉK>kÉK>kÉK>kÉK>k"""" (X. 135.7)- Here is the seat where Yama resides, that 

which is called the home of Gods. Waiting for three nights in Yama's house 

during his absence and granting of three boons to Nacikatas were also already 

narrated in the TB (III. 11. 8) before the composition of this Upani�ad. 

 The famous lines of the Br. Up. """"j<KX O8 <] e j<KX O8 <] e j<KX O8 <] e j<KX O8 <] e HO7HO7HO7HO7,,,,    KO<X O8 ¹X3KH GO7KO<X O8 ¹X3KH GO7KO<X O8 ¹X3KH GO7KO<X O8 ¹X3KH GO7,,,,    OŜ XO8 GOSK; OŜ XO8 GOSK; OŜ XO8 GOSK; OŜ XO8 GOSK; 

HO7"HO7"HO7"HO7" (I.3.28)- Lead me from ephemeral to eternal, darkness to light and death to 

immortality- express the eternal craving of the entire mankind. It is however nor 

for the first time that such a grand prayer is made. The reader can find similar 

prayer leaping out from the lips of Kaśyapa Mārica in the Av. Where he says """"7}57}57}57}5    

¹X3K5¹X3K5¹X3K5¹X3K5L~kL~kL~kL~kÊ;5Ê;5Ê;5Ê;5     73�4 e rX573�4 e rX573�4 e rX573�4 e rX5=>  �k=>  �k=>  �k=>  �k3\Ë53\Ë53\Ë53\Ë5KO e� K3�5KO e� K3�5KO e� K3�5KO e� K3�54 e O8; Q >k4 e O8; Q >k4 e O8; Q >k4 e O8; Q >k3\ W9O84853\ W9O84853\ W9O84853\ W9O8485OSK >kOSK >kOSK >kOSK >k    rX5rX5rX5rX5=>  j3Yk=>  j3Yk=>  j3Yk=>  j3YkK5K5K5K5    ............    K}5K}5K}5K}5    O8O e j5O8O e j5O8O e j5O8O e j5OSK;kOSK;kOSK;kOSK;k    =S 5=S 5=S 5=S 5 3Q3Q3Q3Q    ³³³³"""" 

(IX.113.7, 11) O Pavamāna, please me in that deathless imperishable world 

wherein shines everlasting luster and the heavenly light is placed. Make me 

immortal at that place. Māitravaru­i Vasi�tha also prays fervently """"OŜ nO nGY�7 OŜ nO nGY�7 OŜ nO nGY�7 OŜ nO nGY�7 
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O8OSK8K e"O8OSK8K e"O8OSK8K e"O8OSK8K e" (Av. VII.95.12)- Deliver me from the clutches of death, but not from 

immortality. 

 The B¬. Up. states that both the unmaintained and the manifested Brahman 

are the same and full of plenitude, the latter flowing out from the former. By 

ignoring the apparent self-complete character of the manifested, one can 

perceive and attain the real omnipresent unmanifested Reality- """"WIU GO]R WIU GO e []; WIU GO]R WIU GO e []; WIU GO]R WIU GO e []; WIU GO]R WIU GO e []; 

WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]ÉK>� WIU GÀ WIU GO e �]87 WIU GO e {9893m¶K>WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]ÉK>� WIU GÀ WIU GO e �]87 WIU GO e {9893m¶K>WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]ÉK>� WIU GÀ WIU GO e �]87 WIU GO e {9893m¶K>WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]ÉK>� WIU GÀ WIU GO e �]87 WIU GO e {9893m¶K>    ³³³³"""" (V.I.1). We find here only an 

echo of a verse in the Av. where a seer says WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]:3K WIU� WIUP4 3<ÉK>� ¦K K]Ì WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]:3K WIU� WIUP4 3<ÉK>� ¦K K]Ì WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]:3K WIU� WIUP4 3<ÉK>� ¦K K]Ì WIU8 GK e WIU GO e ¦]:3K WIU� WIUP4 3<ÉK>� ¦K K]Ì 

39]78O 7K�K e W3L3m¶K>39]78O 7K�K e W3L3m¶K>39]78O 7K�K e W3L3m¶K>39]78O 7K�K e W3L3m¶K>    ³³³³ (X.8.29). 

 In the Taittirīya Up. We are told that one who knows that bliss is attained 

through the realization of Brahman, the ever expanding Great, in never shaken 

in fare from any quarter """"�4º; ½ÍUX 39`8�4º; ½ÍUX 39`8�4º; ½ÍUX 39`8�4º; ½ÍUX 39`84 e4 e4 e4 e    4 3 N >3K =]8:44 3 N >3K =]8:44 3 N >3K =]8:44 3 N >3K =]8:4    ³³³³"""" One may be pleased to 

note here that the same idea is expressed in the Av. in the verse """"j=8OX Q�LX�OSKR j=8OX Q�LX�OSKR j=8OX Q�LX�OSKR j=8OX Q�LX�OSKR 

�7ÆI L< >4 KSÎX 4 =nKÁ4X4R� KO>9 39`84 e 4 39N87 OŜ XL8g84 ; Q�L�7ÆI L< >4 KSÎX 4 =nKÁ4X4R� KO>9 39`84 e 4 39N87 OŜ XL8g84 ; Q�L�7ÆI L< >4 KSÎX 4 =nKÁ4X4R� KO>9 39`84 e 4 39N87 OŜ XL8g84 ; Q�L�7ÆI L< >4 KSÎX 4 =nKÁ4X4R� KO>9 39`84 e 4 39N87 OŜ XL8g84 ; Q�LO e j~L; 7 n984O eO e j~L; 7 n984O eO e j~L; 7 n984O eO e j~L; 7 n984O e    ³³³³"""" (X.8.44)- 

The supreme Soul is untouched by desire, intelligent, immortal, self-born, 

contended with Rasa, omnipresent. He who knows that Supreme Soul, 

intelligent, undecaying and ever youthful one, in never afraid of death. 

 We learn from the Upani�ads that only Atman existed before this creation 

came into existence and the creator (creative principle) entered into the world 

after the creation- """"�g8 98 []O>= {98� �<�K e"�g8 98 []O>= {98� �<�K e"�g8 98 []O>= {98� �<�K e"�g8 98 []O>= {98� �<�K e" (AI. Up. I.1.1), """"KK e <SÏ8 K]>984 nZ839mK e"KK e <SÏ8 K]>984 nZ839mK e"KK e <SÏ8 K]>984 nZ839mK e"KK e <SÏ8 K]>984 nZ839mK e" (T. 

Up. II.6). The Vedic verse """"7 [57 [57 [57 [5O8 39T85O8 39T85O8 39T85O8 39T85    N n9kN n9kN n9kN n9k4848484834343434    ~ nÐk~ nÐk~ nÐk~ nÐk] e ¨3a5] e ¨3a5] e ¨3a5] e ¨3a5\ÑK85\ÑK85\ÑK85\ÑK85    D<� kD<� kD<� kD<� k]K e 3W5]K e 3W5]K e 3W5]K e 3W5K8 4RkK8 4RkK8 4RkK8 4Rk    ….. ….. ….. ….. j9kj9kj9kj9kL8p5L8 p5L8 p5L8 p5    � � � � 

399>m399>m399>m399>m    ³³³³"""" (Av. X.81.1)- He who sat down as Hotā, the Seer, our Father, offering up 

everything existing, entered into all under his control- also expresses the same 

thought. 

 The central thought of the Upani�ads is pantheism which is expressed in an 

aphoristic style in """"<9� �3Ò]; ½Í"<9� �3Ò]; ½Í"<9� �3Ò]; ½Í"<9� �3Ò]; ½Í" (Ch. Up. III.14.1) and very nicely and lyrically 

in """"7X ]X9X jÓ� 7X�Ôn 7X 39T; N94O8399>m� 7 ÕaQ�a n 7X 94Ö3Ka n7X ]X9X jÓ� 7X�Ôn 7X 39T; N94O8399>m� 7 ÕaQ�a n 7X 94Ö3Ka n7X ]X9X jÓ� 7X�Ôn 7X 39T; N94O8399>m� 7 ÕaQ�a n 7X 94Ö3Ka n7X ]X9X jÓ� 7X�Ôn 7X 39T; N94O8399>m� 7 ÕaQ�a n 7X 94Ö3Ka n, , , , K�EK�EK�EK�E ] >987 4O eR ] >987 4O eR ] >987 4O eR ] >987 4O eR    ³³³³"""" (Śv. Up. 

II.17)- all this indeed is Brahman. Obeisance, repeated obeisance to that supreme 

God who is present in fire, and water, Who has entered info the entire universe, 

herbs and large trees. This idea is also foreshadowed in the Av. Where we hear a 

seer uttering """"7X�Ó� �×X 7X jØ�7G ÕaQ�39 G�Q �399>m� 7 [O8 39T8 N n94834 :8ÙSW > K�E �×87 7X�Ó� �×X 7X jØ�7G ÕaQ�39 G�Q �399>m� 7 [O8 39T8 N n94834 :8ÙSW > K�E �×87 7X�Ó� �×X 7X jØ�7G ÕaQ�39 G�Q �399>m� 7 [O8 39T8 N n94834 :8ÙSW > K�E �×87 7X�Ó� �×X 7X jØ�7G ÕaQ�39 G�Q �399>m� 7 [O8 39T8 N n94834 :8ÙSW > K�E �×87 
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4OX�ÚÓ7>4OX�ÚÓ7>4OX�ÚÓ7>4OX�ÚÓ7>    ³³³³"""" (VII. 87.1)- Let our homage be to that Rudra (in the form of) Agni, 

who is in fire and water, he who has entered into herbs and plants, to him 

fashioned all these worlds. 

 It has been repeatedly pronounced in the Upani�ads that there lies no 

difference between the Individual self and the supreme Self, that both are 

identical. It has also been said there that Brahman resides in our own heart and 

he is to be realized there: ''''j\; ½Í83�j\; ½Í83�j\; ½Í83�j\; ½Í83�', '', '', '', 'j7O8g8 ½Íj7O8g8 ½Íj7O8g8 ½Íj7O8g8 ½Í', '', '', '', 'KÛO3<KÛO3<KÛO3<KÛO3<'''' (Br. Up. I.4.10; II.5.9; 

Ch.Up. VI.10.3), ''''<]8 ~4848; Ü]7 > <3¿39«R<]8 ~4848; Ü]7 > <3¿39«R<]8 ~4848; Ü]7 > <3¿39«R<]8 ~4848; Ü]7 > <3¿39«R', '', '', '', '{a O �g8�ÜG]7 >{a O �g8�ÜG]7 >{a O �g8�ÜG]7 >{a O �g8�ÜG]7 >', '', '', '', '< 98 {a �g8 Ü3]< 98 {a �g8 Ü3]< 98 {a �g8 Ü3]< 98 {a �g8 Ü3]'''' 

(Ka.Up.II.3.17, Ch.Up.III.14.3; VIII.3.3). In the Vāk-sūkta or Devī-sūkta of the Rv. 

(X.125) also we see the see the seer completely identified with the supreme Self. 

The seer Nābhānedi�´ha Mānava also tells us of the same realization when he 

says """"[5[ 5[ 5[ 5O > O >kO > O >kO > O >kO > O >k    ] >5] >5] >5] >598 j598 j598 j598 j5 7Ok7Ok7Ok7Ok3�53�53�53�5    <9GRk<9 GRk<9 GRk<9 GRk"""" (Rv. X.61.19)- these are my gods, I am everything. It is 

also striking to note here that Vāmadeva Gautama fells the presence of God 

everything and even in his heart. He wants to tossed in the honeyed waves of 

oceanic Reality- """"Q8OkQ8OkQ8OkQ8Ok] e] e] e] e    K >5K >5K >5K >5     39T;539T;539T;539T;5     N n9kN n9kN n9kN n9k45454545O e j3QkO e j3QkO e j3QkO e j3Qk3o53o53o53o5 KO eKO eKO eKO e, , , , j5j5j5j5 �R <k�R <k�R <k�R <kO n5O n5O n5O n5×> Ü5×> Ü5×> Ü5×> Ü5ÌkÌkÌkÌk����L8L8L8L87 nk7 nk7 nk7 nk3a� j53a� j53a� j53a� j5 W8O4� kW8O4� kW8O4� kW8O4� k=>  <3O5=>  <3O5=>  <3O5=>  <3O5F > 7 F > 7 F > 7 F > 7 

�NSk�NSk�NSk�NSkK5K5K5K5< e< e< e< e, , , , KO e jkKO e jkKO e jkKO e jkÝ78O5Ý78O5Ý78O5Ý78O5    OQ nkOQ nkOQ nkOQ nkO� K Þ5O� K Þ5O� K Þ5O� K Þ5 3O GO e3O GO e3O GO e3O GO e    ³³³³"""" (Rv. IV.58.11)- the universe depends upon your 

power within the sea, core of heart and life. May we attain that honeyed wave of 

thin brought at its gathering over the surface of the floods. 

 The philosophers of ancient India did not stop only at pantheism, but they 

also spoke of the transcendental character of the Reality- ''''�> O3\3ß 73] 98 4 O3\ß�3K�> O3\3ß 73] 98 4 O3\ß�3K�> O3\3ß 73] 98 4 O3\ß�3K�> O3\3ß 73] 98 4 O3\ß�3K', ', ', ', 

''''7K e <K e K] e jOSKO e jF 7K e 3K K4 e O^ G7K e <K e K] e jOSKO e jF 7K e 3K K4 e O^ G7K e <K e K] e jOSKO e jF 7K e 3K K4 e O^ G7K e <K e K] e jOSKO e jF 7K e 3K K4 e O^ GO eO eO eO e', '', '', '', 'K] e j4 nZ39Ý7 <: e : ^: e :8N9K eK] e j4 nZ39Ý7 <: e : ^: e :8N9K eK] e j4 nZ39Ý7 <: e : ^: e :8N9K eK] e j4 nZ39Ý7 <: e : ^: e :8N9K e'''' (Ch.Up. VII.24.1; 

VIII.3.5; T.Up. II.6 & Br.Up. II.3.I), """"39aS�8\O e []; =S áO e {=8;m>4 3ÂKX ~HK e"39aS�8\O e []; =S áO e {=8;m>4 3ÂKX ~HK e"39aS�8\O e []; =S áO e {=8;m>4 3ÂKX ~HK e"39aS�8\O e []; =S áO e {=8;m>4 3ÂKX ~HK e" (Gītā X.42). 

Even before the appearance of the Upani�ads the Agvedic seers also announced 

that this world is only a fragmentary expression of that Reality and most of that 

Reality remains outside the manifested world- """"< NI3O;k< NI3O;k< NI3O;k< NI3O;k    395395395395TKXkTKXkTKXkTKXk    9S59S59S59S5�8 k̂�8 k̂�8 k̂�8 k̂3K�] e 3K�] e 3K�] e 3K�] e ]m8ân5]m8ân5]m8ân5]m8ân5rO erO erO erO e”, ”, ”, ”, 

""""W8]XkW8]XkW8]XkW8]Xk�À5�À5�À5�À5    39T8k39T8k39T8k39T8k    NI5NI5N I5N I5K834kK834kK834kK834k    3}53}53}53}5W8] e jkW8] e jkW8] e jkW8] e jkÀ85À85À85À85OSK;kOSK;kOSK;kOSK;k    3]53]53]53]539"39"39"39" (X.90.1, 3)- On every side pervading the earth 

He fills a space ten fingers (i. e. He is beyond any measurement done with the 

ten fingers of the two hands); all creatures are only one-fourth of Him, His 

three- fourths eternal life in heaven. These two verses are directly borrowed in 

the Śv. Up. and Ch. Up. respectively (III.14; III.12.6). 
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 There are several other stanzas in the Upani�ads which are directly quoted 

from the Sa�hitās or taken from some texts with an introductory remark like 

''''K]>K] e ¨:8�nMO eK]>K] e ¨:8�nMO eK]>K] e ¨:8�nMO eK]>K] e ¨:8�nMO e'''' (Mu. Up. III.2.10; Pr.Up. I.811; III.12; IV.II; VI. 6 etc.). The verses 

''''\;<R m n3:a] e\;<R m n3:a] e\;<R m n3:a] e\;<R m n3:a] e----', '', '', '', '`8 < nWU8 G <7 n~8`8 < nWU8 G <7 n~8`8 < nWU8 G <7 n~8`8 < nWU8 G <7 n~8----', '', '', '', '�; ã� �; W nO843<�; ã� �; W nO843<�; ã� �; W nO843<�; ã� �; W nO843<----'''' -(Ka. Up. II.2.2; Mu.Up. III.I.I & Sv. 

Up. IV; ibid IV.3) and some others are instances of borrowed pieces from the 

extant Sa�hitās (Rv. IV. 40.5; I. 164.20; Av. X.8.27). 

 To consider the human body as microcosm i.e. replica of the universe, is an 

age-old practice with different religious and philosophical sects in India. In the 

remote Agvedic period we find such verses like ''''<I7 G :Y nH GäK n 98KO e �g8<I7 G :Y nH GäK n 98KO e �g8<I7 G :Y nH GäK n 98KO e �g8<I7 G :Y nH GäK n 98KO e �g8'''' (X.16.3)- 

May the sun receive your eye, the wind your spirit, '''':åO8 O4<X ~8KÁYXR :åO8 O4<X ~8KÁYXR :åO8 O4<X ~8KÁYXR :åO8 O4<X ~8KÁYXR 

<I7Ñ�~87K<I7Ñ�~87K<I7Ñ�~87K<I7Ñ�~87K……..'……..'……..'……..' (X.90.3)- The moon arose from His mind, the sun from the eyes. 

Indra and Agni were born from His navel; the sky was fashioned from His head. 

Earth appeared from His feet and from His ears are regions. This idea was also 

taken up later on in the Upani�ads and other texts. e.g. """"HK8R =r8R Wæ]m Z3K�8HK8R =r8R Wæ]m Z3K�8HK8R =r8R Wæ]m Z3K�8HK8R =r8R Wæ]m Z3K�8, , , , ] >98Á ]>98Á ]>98Á ]>98Á 

<9P Z3K ]>9K8< n"<9P Z3K ]>9K8< n"<9P Z3K ]>9K8< n"<9P Z3K ]>9K8< n" (Mu. Up. III.2.7)- May all the fifteen parts merge in their respective 

sources and all the presiding deities in corresponding gods. 

 There are certain words in the Sa�hitās which were gracefully borrowed 

by the philosophers of later period in their technical senses of which ātman, sat, 

a-sat, ¬at, k�etra, k�etravid and brahman are noteworthy (Rv. X. 32.7; 72.3; 

129.1). The most prominent among these is 'brahman' to which we have already 

referred above and the philosophical sense of which is clearly traced is the lines 

''''½Í8À <9GÀ Z3K�8½Í8À <9GÀ Z3K�8½Í8À <9GÀ Z3K�8½Í8À <9GÀ Z3K�8', '', '', '', '{aX 34^ O3\O8 ½8ÍUÀ 4 =OGU8 9Q GK > 4 =4�784 e{aX 34^ O3\O8 ½8ÍUÀ 4 =OGU8 9Q GK > 4 =4�784 e{aX 34^ O3\O8 ½8ÍUÀ 4 =OGU8 9Q GK > 4 =4�784 e{aX 34^ O3\O8 ½8ÍUÀ 4 =OGU8 9Q GK > 4 =4�784 e', '', '', '', '½Í E9 <9GO e½Í E9 <9GO e½Í E9 <9GO e½Í E9 <9GO e', '', '', '', '7] e ½Í K] e 7] e ½Í K] e 7] e ½Í K] e 7] e ½Í K] e 

jOSKO ejOSKO ejOSKO ejOSKO e'''' (SB. VI.I.I.8; TB. III.12; GB. V.25; JBU. I.8.1.10). We also find at least a seer 

in the Vedic age who firmly believed that there exists an element in every 

individual which defies death as it is not something born ''''j~X N8HRj~X N8HRj~X N8HRj~X N8HR----'''' (Rv. I.16.4). 

About the monotheism, monism and unity of souls we can quote from the 

Sa�hitās such lines as ''''{=;  <] e 39Z8  ¡Q8 9]3�{=;  <] e 39Z8  ¡Q8 9]3�{=;  <] e 39Z8  ¡Q8 9]3�{=;  <] e 39Z8  ¡Q8 9]3�'''' (Av. I.164.46)- to what is One the 

sages give many a little, ''''O\] e ] >9848O e j< nL�O e {=O eO\] e ] >9848O e j< nL�O e {=O eO\] e ] >9848O e j< nL�O e {=O eO\] e ] >9848O e j< nL�O e {=O e'''' (Av. VIII.55.1-22)- the great 

divinity of the gods is one, ''''{=;  98 []; 39  NI9 <9GO e{=;  98 []; 39  NI9 <9GO e{=;  98 []; 39  NI9 <9GO e{=;  98 []; 39  NI9 <9GO e'''' (Av. X.114.5)- Seers shape the sole 

entity into many figures, ''''�48] e j98]; �Q78 K] e {=O e�48] e j98]; �Q78 K] e {=O e�48] e j98]; �Q78 K] e {=O e�48] e j98]; �Q78 K] e {=O e'''' (Av. X.129.2)- That One 

breathed without air by virtue of Its own nature, ''''7} 39T; N9^>=4�çO e7} 39T; N9^>=4�çO e7} 39T; N9^>=4�çO e7} 39T; N9^>=4�çO e'''' (VS. XXXII. 
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8)- in whom the diverse universe rests as in a nestle- to show that there was no 

dearth of different philosophical speculations during the early Vedic period. 

 The seers of the Vedic Sa�hitās realized that the mystery of the supreme 

Reality was unfathomable and beyond their comprehension. The seer Trita 

Āptya therefore naively admits """"OIL8 jOIL 4 97; 3:3=�X O3\�O e jÓ> �Oâ 39µ>"OIL8 jOIL 4 97; 3:3=�X O3\�O e jÓ> �Oâ 39µ>"OIL8 jOIL 4 97; 3:3=�X O3\�O e jÓ> �Oâ 39µ>"OIL8 jOIL 4 97; 3:3=�X O3\�O e jÓ> �Oâ 39µ>" (Rv. 

X.4.4)- Foolish we are, O wish and free from faults. Agni, you alone know your 

own greatness. Dīrghatamas also confesses """"W8=R WSä83O O4<839~844 e...j3:3=�84 e W8=R WSä83O O4<839~844 e...j3:3=�84 e W8=R WSä83O O4<839~844 e...j3:3=�84 e W8=R WSä83O O4<839~844 e...j3:3=�84 e 

3:3=3:3=3:3=3:3=K na3Á] e j} =9�4 e WSä83O 39è4 > 4 39`84 e"K na3Á] e j} =9�4 e WSä83O 39è4 > 4 39`84 e"K na3Á] e j} =9�4 e WSä83O 39è4 > 4 39`84 e"K na3Á] e j} =9�4 e WSä83O 39è4 > 4 39`84 e" (Av. I.164.5,6)- an immature I failing to 

grasp the mystery by my mind ask the following. I ask the learned as I am 

ignorant. I ask the wise only to learn and not as l learned only to show my 

pedantry. Another seer, Bārhaspatya Bhāradvāja by name, also submits that he 

does not know either the length of the breadth of the texture of creation- """"48\; K� n; 48\; K� n; 48\; K� n; 48\; K� n; 

4 39 ~848éXK nO e"4 39 ~848éXK nO e"4 39 ~848éXK nO e"4 39 ~848éXK nO e" (Rv. VI.9.2). In the same vein it is said in an Upani�ad """"48\; OD> 48\; OD> 48\; OD> 48\; OD> 

< n9 >] >3K 4X 4 9>] >< n9 >] >3K 4X 4 9>] >< n9 >] >3K 4X 4 9>] >< n9 >] >3K 4X 4 9>] >3K 9>] :"3K 9>] :"3K 9>] :"3K 9>] :", ", ", ", "jD] e {9 K] e 393]K8] e jFX�393]K8] e j3] [3K m noO WI9Pa8; 7 > 4< e K] e jD] e {9 K] e 393]K8] e jFX�393]K8] e j3] [3K m noO WI9Pa8; 7 > 4< e K] e jD] e {9 K] e 393]K8] e jFX�393]K8] e j3] [3K m noO WI9Pa8; 7 > 4< e K] e jD] e {9 K] e 393]K8] e jFX�393]K8] e j3] [3K m noO WI9Pa8; 7 > 4< e K] e 

?8::3YL>?8::3YL>?8::3YL>?8::3YL>    ³³³³"""" (Ke. Up. II.2; I.2; I.4)- I do not think that I know it well, not that I do 

not know it at all and still it is not true that I do know. That Reality is other than 

the known and the unknown. This we have heard from our predecessors who 

have explained it to us. 

 A question which now naturally arises in our mind is that if the Sa�hitās 

and the Brāhma­as are so rich in spiritual values and philosophical ideas, then 

why have certain adverse remarks been made against them in the Upani�ads 

and the Gītā? The probable answer is, those remarks are directed against the 

indiscreet and extremistic attitude of some. We should also note that even in 

cases of criticism, it is not the Upani�ads, but the Veda itself which plays a 

leading role. A seer laments in the Rv. that """"¨:X�YL> WLO> ?XO4 e 73�4 e ] >98 j3Q 39T> ¨:X�YL> WLO> ?XO4 e 73�4 e ] >98 j3Q 39T> ¨:X�YL> WLO> ?XO4 e 73�4 e ] >98 j3Q 39T> ¨:X�YL> WLO> ?XO4 e 73�4 e ] >98 j3Q 39T> 

34a >êR� 7< e K4 e 9 >] 3=O e ¨:8 =3L¶3K34a >êR� 7< e K4 e 9 >] 3=O e ¨:8 =3L¶3K34a >êR� 7< e K4 e 9 >] 3=O e ¨:8 =3L¶3K34a >êR� 7< e K4 e 9 >] 3=O e ¨:8 =3L¶3K    ³³³³" " " " (I.164.39)- What purpose he, who does not 

know that imperishable and completely non-attached Essence of the mantras in 

which all gods are lodged, can serve by merely uttering the letters of the 

mantras? Viśvakarmā Bhauvana, another noted seer, seer also boldly says that 

there who move around gossiping with their mind engrossed in ignorance and 

uttering mantras only to appease their worldly appetite- """"4�\8L>U Z9SK8 ~ë8 :8< nKSW 4�\8L>U Z9SK8 ~ë8 :8< nKSW 4�\8L>U Z9SK8 ~ë8 :8< nKSW 4�\8L>U Z9SK8 ~ë8 :8< nKSW 
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¦ìm8<ÁL3�"¦ìm8<ÁL3�"¦ìm8<ÁL3�"¦ìm8<ÁL3�" (Rv. X.82.7). In a Brāhma­a it has been said that if one performs 

any ritual but does not bother to know the essence of Sābitra Cayana (a 

particular type of mystic and symbolic arrangement if bricks) only tires his eyes 

by the smoke of fire- """"j3ÓO n�QX \E9 QIOK8�R �; rX=;  4 Z3KZ~8483K"j3ÓO n�QX \E9 QIOK8�R �; rX=;  4 Z3KZ~8483K"j3ÓO n�QX \E9 QIOK8�R �; rX=;  4 Z3KZ~8483K"j3ÓO n�QX \E9 QIOK8�R �; rX=;  4 Z3KZ~8483K" (TB. II.10.11.12). It is 

therefore nothing novel or completely unexpected when we find such line as 

""""í98 î >K > jªJ8 7wïW8R"í98 î >K > jªJ8 7wïW8R"í98 î >K > jªJ8 7wïW8R"í98 î >K > jªJ8 7wïW8R" (Mu. Up. I.2.7), """"} EH n6739a78 9>]8"} EH n6739a78 9>]8"} EH n6739a78 9>]8"} EH n6739a78 9>]8" (Gītā II.45) in the 

philosophical treatises. Furthermore, the Gītā demonstrates that it reposes its 

faith in the Vedas when it says """"9>]848; <8O9>]X�3�"9>]848; <8O9>]X�3�"9>]848; <8O9>]X�3�"9>]848; <8O9>]X�3�" (X.22)- I am the Sāmaveda of 

the Vedas, """"9>] EÁ <9ðL\O e {9 9>ÌX 9>]8�=S ] e 9 >]39] e {9 :8\O e"9>] EÁ <9ðL\O e {9 9>ÌX 9>]8�=S ] e 9 >]39] e {9 :8\O e"9>] EÁ <9ðL\O e {9 9>ÌX 9>]8�=S ] e 9 >]39] e {9 :8\O e"9>] EÁ <9ðL\O e {9 9>ÌX 9>]8�=S ] e 9 >]39] e {9 :8\O e" (XV.15)- I am to be known 

through all the Vedas; I have instituted the Vedanta and I know the Vedas, """"ÕO e ÕO e ÕO e ÕO e 

KK e <] e [3K 34]PmX ½ÍU3ã39QR �SKR� ½8ÍU8�>4 9>KK e <] e [3K 34]PmX ½ÍU3ã39QR �SKR� ½8ÍU8�>4 9>KK e <] e [3K 34]PmX ½ÍU3ã39QR �SKR� ½8ÍU8�>4 9>KK e <] e [3K 34]PmX ½ÍU3ã39QR �SKR� ½8ÍU8�>4 9>]8Á 7w8Á 393\K8R W nL8]8Á 7w8Á 393\K8R W nL8]8Á 7w8Á 393\K8R W nL8]8Á 7w8Á 393\K8R W nL8    ³³³³"""" (XVII.23)- 

Reference to Brahman is made in three ways, as the traditional tells; aum, tat, 

sat. The Brāhma­as, Sa�hitās and rituals are prescribed to be practiced with 

reference to Him only from ancient period, """"7wX ]84 ; K7wX ]84 ; K7wX ]84 ; K7wX ]84 ; KWÁ E9 W894834 O4�3aU8O e"WÁ E9 W894834 O4�3aU8O e"WÁ E9 W894834 O4�3aU8O e"WÁ E9 W894834 O4�3aU8O e" 

(XVIII.15)- Rituals, gifts and penances are purifying acts for the intellectuals. 

Ritual and Spiritual are not mutually exclusive, but they supplement each other 

if the desired harmony is maintained between the two. 

 Not only in case of the Upani�ads, but with regard to the six orthodox 

systems of philosophy also we can trace their clues to the Vedic Sa�hitās. 

Following is a brief discussion on that very point. 

 One of the six orthodox systems of Indian philosophy is Mīmā�sā. It goes 

without saying that this system is totally dependent on the Veda and dedicates 

itself to the task of bringing out the ritualistic significance of some difficult and 

debatable Vedic passages. Thus it is concerned with the practical applications of 

the mantras for the ordinary householders and the priests employed by them. 

Its declared object is to explain dharma and according to it that is dharma which 

is enunciated in the Veda- """":X]48rYUX�FÑ QO GR":X]48rYUX�FÑ QO GR":X]48rYUX�FÑ QO GR":X]48rYUX�FÑ QO GR" (I.1.2). 

 The Brahmasūtram of Vādarāya­a, on the other hand, analyses the Vedic 

sentences from the metaphysical point of view. So this system also is based on 

the Veda for its findings. From the verse ''''`8 < nWU8 G`8 < nWU8 G`8 < nWU8 G`8 < nWU8 G----'''', which has already been 

quoted above, to give an example, this work decides that The Individual self 
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and Universal self are two different entities and hence if frames the rule 

''''3Â^]48�8æ3Â^]48�8æ3Â^]48�8æ3Â^]48�8æ'''' (1.3.7). It is assumed that a man enjoys pleasure and suffers from 

pain due to his cumulative deposit of actions of previous births. But as there 

was no previous birth in this first appearance in the world why was then he 

born and enjoyed or suffered? To this, the work replies that the cycle of birth 

and death is without any beginning. The circuit goes on and on and so there 

exists every previous birth. But how do you know that? This we can gather from 

the verse ‘‘‘‘<I78 G:å8O<� Q8K8 7F8WI9 GO e j=ò7K e<I78 G:å8O<� Q8K8 7F8WI9 GO e j=ò7K e<I78 G:å8O<� Q8K8 7F8WI9 GO e j=ò7K e<I78 G:å8O<� Q8K8 7F8WI9 GO e j=ò7K e’’’’ (Rv. X.190.3)- of the Veda the creator 

created the sun and the moon as in the past. Thus depending on this statement 

of the Veda the rule ‘‘‘‘4444, , , , =O8 G39N8H8] e [3K : >¿=O8 G39N8H8] e [3K : >¿=O8 G39N8H8] e [3K : >¿=O8 G39N8H8] e [3K : >¿, , , , 48483]�8K e48483]�8K e48483]�8K e48483]�8K e’’’’ (II.I.36) of the book is framed. 

The sūtra ‘‘‘‘O©9U�: e :O©9U�: e :O©9U�: e :O©9U�: e :’’’’ (II.3.44) also decides from the Agvedic verse ‘‘‘‘W8]X�À 39T8 W8]X�À 39T8 W8]X�À 39T8 W8]X�À 39T8 

NIK834 3}W8] e jÀ8OSK; 3]39NIK834 3}W8] e jÀ8OSK; 3]39NIK834 3}W8] e jÀ8OSK; 3]39NIK834 3}W8] e jÀ8OSK; 3]39’’’’ that Java of Individual soul is only a part of Brahman or 

Universal Soul. From the third quarter of the third chapter to the third quarter 

of the fourth chapter of this work symbolic worship ((((¦W8<48)¦W8<48)¦W8<48)¦W8<48) of Brahman is 

discussed following the Āra­yaka parts of the Veda. 

 If we accept the interpretation of Sāyana as a correct one, the germ of 

Sā�khya philosophy can also be traced to the Sa�hitā. The concerned verse 

reads """"7À84Y8 ê3\K8 ~8�8< =< e K8; 39`8p j3NOD8K> jô8O e"7À84Y8 ê3\K8 ~8�8< =< e K8; 39`8p j3NOD8K> jô8O e"7À84Y8 ê3\K8 ~8�8< =< e K8; 39`8p j3NOD8K> jô8O e"7À84Y8 ê3\K8 ~8�8< =< e K8; 39`8p j3NOD8K> jô8O e" (Rv. X.27.II)- I, Indra had a 

blind daughter. Who else gave her refuse other than me? The purport of the line 

is as follows: Prak¬ti (Nature) remains whit Puru�a (Spirit) before the creation. 

The former is blind as it is not something conscious. There is none to give her 

shelter except the conscious Indra (Puru�a) and later on his mere presence helps 

Prak¬ti gradually evolve into mahat and aha�kāra and the latter into manas, 

five sensory organs, five motor organs and five subtle elements. From the subtle 

elements arise five gross elements. 

 There is another verse which may be shown to contain germ of this system. 

The verse runs thus: ““““jaS7X4�O e jaSW n}8O e jaSWõ�O e [O8; O\�O e� j\; 9 >] 4 O > OŜ n4 G jaS7X4�O e jaSW n}8O e jaSWõ�O e [O8; O\�O e� j\; 9 >] 4 O > OŜ n4 G jaS7X4�O e jaSW n}8O e jaSWõ�O e [O8; O\�O e� j\; 9 >] 4 O > OŜ n4 G jaS7X4�O e jaSW n}8O e jaSWõ�O e [O8; O\�O e� j\; 9 >] 4 O > OŜ n4 G 

O >:8OŜ nLö8\LK eO >:8OŜ nLö8\LK eO >:8OŜ nLö8\LK eO >:8OŜ nLö8\LK e””””    ³³³³ (TA. I.13.I). The word ‘j«7X34’ in the verse is explained as 

prak¬it, mahat, aha�kāra and five subtle elements. 

 In the verse """"[7; 39<S3«7 GK �  NI9 73] 98 ]Q > 73] 98 4. 7X jÀ8fYR WLO> ?XO4K e <X�â [7; 39<S3«7 GK �  NI9 73] 98 ]Q > 73] 98 4. 7X jÀ8fYR WLO> ?XO4K e <X�â [7; 39<S3«7 GK �  NI9 73] 98 ]Q > 73] 98 4. 7X jÀ8fYR WLO> ?XO4K e <X�â [7; 39<S3«7 GK �  NI9 73] 98 ]Q > 73] 98 4. 7X jÀ8fYR WLO> ?XO4K e <X�â 

73] 98 4 98 9>]73] 98 4 98 9>]73] 98 4 98 9>]73] 98 4 98 9>]    ³³³³"""" (Rv. X.129.7) a seer says that, from whom this creation came into 
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existence whether he held it or not? He, Who is the observer in the highest 

heaven, indeed knows it or even He does not know. From this it is clear that the 

material cause of the world is quite different from its efficient cause. It is 

believed by some that receiving the clue from this verse the school of Sā�khya 

came to the conclusion that Prak¬ti is the material cause of the world and the 

founder of the Vaiśe�ika system discovered the atoms as the constituent 

elements of the world. 

 The verse """"3=;  3�] e �<�] e j3Q�84O e �LÆU; =KOK e 3�K e =]8<�K e"3=;  3�] e �<�] e j3Q�84O e �LÆU; =KOK e 3�K e =]8<�K e"3=;  3�] e �<�] e j3Q�84O e �LÆU; =KOK e 3�K e =]8<�K e"3=;  3�] e �<�] e j3Q�84O e �LÆU; =KOK e 3�K e =]8<�K e" (Av. X.81.2) asks: 

What was the place to stand on? What was it that supported him? How was it? 

This verse also shows that an earthen jar cannot be produced without a lump of 

clay, similarly this world could not have been created without the help of any 

material. This prompted the Nyāya- Vaiśe�ika school to investigation into the 

actual cause and the finally established the smamvāyī kāra­a as a type of cause. 

To establish the existence of God, the famous Vaiśe�ika scholar Vyomaśiva has 

quoted the verse ““““39ÝKÁYn�K 39TKXO n�X39ÝKÁY n�K 39TKXO n�X39ÝKÁY n�K 39TKXO n�X39ÝKÁY n�K 39TKXO n�X, , , , 39TKX98¡�K 39TKX98¡�K 39TKX98¡�K 39TKX98¡�K 39TKÖ8K e� < ; 98¡�8; QO3K <; WK} EL e39TKÖ8K e� < ; 98¡�8; QO3K <; WK} EL e39TKÖ8K e� < ; 98¡�8; QO3K <; WK} EL e39TKÖ8K e� < ; 98¡�8; QO3K <; WK} EL e, , , , 

Ì898WS3F9� ~474 e ] >9 {=RÌ898WS3F9� ~474 e ] >9 {=RÌ898WS3F9� ~474 e ] >9 {=RÌ898WS3F9� ~474 e ] >9 {=R””””³³³³ (Rv. X.81.3) in his work with the remark 'ityāgamena 

prasiddhah'. This very verse has also been cited by Udyana in his 

'Nāyakusumāñjali' (V.3). By 'bāhu' he understands dharma and adharma. He 

clarifies his point by saying ''''K� 3\ rX=878}89\48] eK� 3\ rX=878}89\48] eK� 3\ rX=878}89\48] eK� 3\ rX=878}89\48] e'''' i.e. as by them the daily traction 

is made (√vah = to carry, to transact) or succession of creation continues, they 

are called bāhu. The word 'patatra' is explained by him thus – ‘‘‘‘K > 3\ H3Km�K > 3\ H3Km�K > 3\ H3Km�K > 3\ H3Km�r�8K e r�8K e r�8K e r�8K e 

WK}?W]>mRWK}?W]>mRWK}?W]>mRWK}?W]>mR’’’’ - the atoms are called 'patatra' as they always go on moving because 

of their vibrant nature (√pat- to ho, to move). The universe, according to the 

Vaiśe�ika school, is produced form unseen virtue and voice and atoms. The 

above scholar further observes that there exists no part in the Veda where the 

supreme Lord has not been spoken of. In the Puru�a Sūkta He has been lauded 

as creator, as different incarnations or appearances in the Rudra hymn, in the 

ma­dala-brāhama­as as sound eternal-turn-Brahman, as existing beyond the 

extensive worldly manifestation in the Upanisa¼s as the lord of rituals in he 

texts on liturgical applications of the mantras, as physically present in narratives 

and as an object of worship everywhere- """"4 <ù>9 3\4 <ù>9 3\4 <ù>9 3\4 <ù>9 3\    9 >]N8H8 7} WLO>TLX 4 H�7K>� KQ8 9>]N8H8 7} WLO>TLX 4 H�7K>� KQ8 9>]N8H8 7} WLO>TLX 4 H�7K>� KQ8 9>]N8H8 7} WLO>TLX 4 H�7K>� KQ8 
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3\ Ê«S�>4 W n�a<IM> a n 39NÎ 8 �×>a n mú½Í�>4 O6çr½8ÍU>a n ZWæ; W nLûS ^ 34üWæK78 ¦W34aµn3\ Ê«S�>4 W n�a<IM> a n 39NÎ 8 �×>a n mú½Í�>4 O6çr½8ÍU>a n ZWæ; W nLûS ^ 34üWæK78 ¦W34aµn3\ Ê«S�>4 W n�a<IM> a n 39NÎ 8 �×>a n mú½Í�>4 O6çr½8ÍU>a n ZWæ; W nLûS ^ 34üWæK78 ¦W34aµn3\ Ê«S�>4 W n�a<IM> a n 39NÎ 8 �×>a n mú½Í�>4 O6çr½8ÍU>a n ZWæ; W nLûS ^ 34üWæK78 ¦W34aµn    

7wW n�a�>4 O©393Qa n ] >\839N8 G9 E�W8�84 >a n ¦WD8<�>4 <9G} >3K"7wW n�a�>4 O©393Qa n ] >\839N8 G9 E�W8�84 >a n ¦WD8<�>4 <9G} >3K"7wW n�a�>4 O©393Qa n ] >\839N8 G9 E�W8�84 >a n ¦WD8<�>4 <9G} >3K"7wW n�a�>4 O©393Qa n ] >\839N8 G9 E�W8�84 >a n ¦WD8<�>4 <9G} >3K" (ibid). The comment of 

Kūmārila on ''''QO GÀQOGÀQOGÀQOGÀ'''' (P.M I.3.1) also says the same thing- """"78Á EK8R 78Á EK8R 78Á EK8R 78Á EK8R 

ZQ84W n�a >TLWLO8U n=8LU83]Z3ý78R <S3«Zr783]ïW >U ZK�K8�8R <98 G O©8F Gw848] e {9"ZQ84W n�a >TLWLO8U n=8LU83]Z3ý78R <S3«Zr783]ïW >U ZK�K8�8R <98 G O©8F Gw848] e {9"ZQ84W n�a >TLWLO8U n=8LU83]Z3ý78R <S3«Zr783]ïW >U ZK�K8�8R <98 G O©8F Gw848] e {9"ZQ84W n�a >TLWLO8U n=8LU83]Z3ý78R <S3«Zr783]ïW >U ZK�K8�8R <98 G O©8F Gw848] e {9" – Prak¬ti, 

Puru�a, Iśvara of atom as cause of creation and destruction – all this is 

understood from the 'arthavādas' (statements of secondary import). 

 To be fair, we should also mention here that that Vādarāya­a refuses to 

accept this views of Sa�khya and Yoga on the ground that these stand in 

contravention of the statements of the Veda. His observations are recorded in 

the rules ''''[KL>a8; :84 nWrþ>[KL>a8; :84 nWrþ>[KL>a8; :84 nWrþ>[KL>a8; :84 nWrþ>', '', '', '', '{K >4 7XHR Z7 nMR{K>4 7XHR Z7 nMR{K>4 7XHR Z7 nMR{K>4 7XHR Z7 nMR'''' ()Br. sū. II.1.2, 3) etc. We, however, 

should not misunderstand from this comment that these two systems are not 

based on the Veda. The difference of opinion lies only regarding the controversy 

over the correct interpretations of the passages concerned. 

 The theory of World-Brahman (śadbabrahmavāda) of the grammarians can 

also be consider as based on the Vāk-Sūkta (Av. X.125) and '''':�83L 98= e W3L3OK8 :�83L 98= e W3L3OK8 :�83L 98= e W3L3OK8 :�83L 98= e W3L3OK8 

W]834W]834W]834W]834----'''' (�v. I.164.45). According to this theory a word is the manifestation of 

consciousness. The words are not mere sounds but they have real form which is 

subtle and far beyond the range of ordinary perception. The details of this 

doctrine can be found in Bhart¬hari's Vākyapadīya and Ma­da­amisra's 

Sphotasiddhi. It is also important to note the view of Hopkins in this context 

who is not hesitant to remark: “In Greece the conception to Logos being with 

Heraclitus, passes on to the Stoics; is adopted by Philo; becomes a prominent 

feature of Noe-Platonism are reappears in the gospel of St. John; it is certainly 

legitimate to suppose that Heraclitus might have received the idea indirectly, if 

not directly, from contemporary Eastern Philosopher.” 

 The Sa�hitās and Brāhma­as also inform us of the existence of different 

religious sects and their mystical practices and peculiar way of line. A Samhitā 

of the Black Yajurveda tells us about the Yatis that their heads are like a date-

palm tree i.e. their hair forms several bunches and stands erect- ““““K>a8; 98 {K834 K >a8; 98 {K834 K >a8; 98 {K834 K >a8; 98 {K834 

m�a8 G3U 7K e �~ nGL8Rm�a8 G3U 7K e �~ nGL8Rm�a8 G3U 7K e �~ nGL8Rm�a8 G3U 7K e �~ nGL8R”””” (MS. I. 10.12). About the munis it is said that they wear brown 

and dirty cloth and run after the wind (Av. X.13.6- it is known as Muni- Sūkta). 
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Some of them hold a girdle of wind around their loin i.e. they moved nakedly. 

They are godly persons and Indra is their comrade (Rv. VII.74.1- ''''O4 n]P9ÀO4 n]P9ÀO4 n]P9ÀO4 n]P9À''''; Av. 

VIII.17.14). Tāndya Br. makes mentions of a place called muni-mara­a (XIV.4.7). 

We are not sure whether it was a sacred site where the sages voluntarily laid 

down their lives through yoga. It still very much reminds us of the lines of the 

great poet Kālidasa: ''''7XH >48�> K4 n̂ ~8O e7XH >48�> K4 n̂ ~8O e7XH >48�> K4 n̂ ~8O e7XH >48�> K4 n̂ ~8O e'''' and ''''7X O�WIK8; K4 nO e j�\�a�K e7X O�WIK8; K4 nO e j�\�a�K e7X O�WIK8; K4 nO e j�\�a�K e7X O�WIK8; K4 nO e j�\�a�K e'''' (Raghu. I.8; 

XIII.45). 

 In the verse """"jjjj««««:ý8 49`8L8 ] >9848; WIL:ý8 49`8L8 ] >9848; WIL:ý8 49`8L8 ] >9848; WIL:ý8 49`8L8 ] >9848; WIL     ���� ee ee    j7Xf8� KÀ8; 3\L67R =XmR �HÑ ¹X3Ka89SKRj7Xf8� KÀ8; 3\L67R =XmR �HÑ ¹X3Ka89SKRj7Xf8� KÀ8; 3\L67R =XmR �HÑ ¹X3Ka89SKRj7Xf8� KÀ8; 3\L67R =XmR �HÑ ¹X3Ka89SKR    ³³³³"""" 

(Av. X.2.31) one may be surprised to find an expression of Tāntric idea and 

Yogic cult. The literal meaning of the mantras is follows- The fort of gods has 

eight circles and nine portals and is impregnable. It contains a golden treasure-

chest which is divine and encircled by light. By the eight circles we have to 

understand here the eight nerve-centers in the body which are in Tantric 

parlance known as Ku­¼alinī, svādhi�thana, ma­ipadma, anāhata, viśuddha, 

lalanā, ājnā and paramā of nirālamba-purī. The nine doors are the orifices in the 

body: two ears, eyes, nostrils, mouth, penis and anus. 

 A scholarly Bengali Vai�­avita of the present age, who is unfortunately no 

longer alive, found in the Veda trances of five types of divine erotic sentiments, 

namely, Santa (tranquility), Dasya (servility), Sakhya (friendly love), and 

Mādhurya (sweet-heart love) Rati. To prove his point he cited the following 

instances from the Agveda (i) """"< 4R 3WK >9 <I49>�Ó> <IW874X < 4R 3WK >9 <I49>�Ó> <IW874X < 4R 3WK >9 <I49>�Ó> <IW874X < 4R 3WK >9 <I49>�Ó> <IW874X N9� <:�8 4R ��7>N9� <:�8 4R ��7>N9� <:�8 4R ��7>N9� <:�8 4R ��7>    ³³³³"""" (I.1.9)- 

Agni be to us easy of approach as a father to his son. Abide with us for our 

welfare. (ii) """"jL; ]8<X 4 O�jL; ]8<X 4 O�jL; ]8<X 4 O�jL; ]8<X 4 O�����a > =L8é\; ] >987 NIU G7 >�48HR"a > =L8é\; ] >987 NIU G7 >�48HR"a > =L8é\; ] >987 NIU G7 >�48HR"a > =L8é\; ] >987 NIU G7 >�48HR" (VII.86.7)- Like a servant may    

I do service to the bounteous; serve, free from him, the for inclined to anger.       

(iii) """"<�> <�87O e j�8 99S<�> <�87O e j�8 99S<�> <�87O e j�8 99S<�> <�87O e j�8 99S����8m n; 4"8m n; 4"8m n; 4"8m n; 4" (IV.1.3)- Do you, O friend, turn him here who is 

our friend or O friend, closely embrace me like a friend, also """"`8 <IWU8 G <7 n~8 `8 <IWU8 G <7 n~8 `8 <IWU8 G <7 n~8 `8 <IWU8 G <7 n~8 

<�878"<�878"<�878"<�878". (iv) """"�; W n}X N93< 7�>�39QK e"�; W n}X N93< 7�>�39QK e"�; W n}X N93< 7�>�39QK e"�; W n}X N93< 7�>�39QK e" (II.1.9)- You are a son to him who duty worship 

you. (v) The hymn of Atri's daughter (VIII.91) wherein we find Āpālā offering 

some chewed by herself. These are respectively the examples of the aforesaid 

five sentiments. 
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 The said scholar also pointed out to us the existence to nine types of 

devotion the Veda. """"oXK?X O�?X 343]f83<K?R"oXK?X O�?X 343]f83<K?R"oXK?X O�?X 343]f83<K?R"oXK?X O�?X 343]f83<K?R", ", ", ", "o n3Q o nK o3Ä9; K > 9]83O"on3Q o nK o3Ä9; K > 9]83O"on3Q o nK o3Ä9; K > 9]83O"on3Q o nK o3Ä9; K > 9]83O" (X.125.4) """"jÀ jÀ jÀ jÀ 

48O 3:] e 99M4"48O 3:] e 99M4"48O 3:] e 99M4"48O 3:] e 99M4" (I.156.3), ''''�L8FR�L8FR�L8FR�L8FR'''' (X.106.9), ''''3o7 >K > W8]8 ê9 � 3O3OY3o7>K > W8]8 ê9 � 3O3OY3o7>K > W8]8 ê9 � 3O3OY3o7>K > W8]8 ê9 � 3O3OY'''' (VI.29.3), """"H873� �8 H873� �8 H873� �8 H873� �8 

H873}UX�: Gù=GO e j3=ËUR"H873}UX�: Gù=GO e j3=ËUR"H873}UX�: Gù=GO e j3=ËUR"H873}UX�: Gù=GO e j3=ËUR" (I.10.1), """"9º8��> Kl; 9º> jÓ>"9º8��> Kl; 9º> jÓ>"9º8��> Kl; 9º> jÓ>"9º8��> Kl; 9º> jÓ>" (I.174.2), """"N98 4X jÓ> < nO48 ¦W >K� N98 4X jÓ> < nO48 ¦W >K� N98 4X jÓ> < nO48 ¦W >K� N98 4X jÓ> < nO48 ¦W >K� 

<�>9 <�>"<�>9 <�>"<�>9 <�>"<�>9 <�>" (III.18.2) are, according to him, the respective examples of listening & 

contemplating (Śrava­a, manana), chanting (Kīrtana), calling to memory 

(Smara­a), falling at feet (pāda-sevana), worshipping (Arcana), giving physical 

pleasure (vandana), friendly behaviour (sakhya) and self sūrrender (ātma-

nivedana). 

 It is clear from our above discussion that the Sa�hitās and the Brāhma­as 

are not merely collections of some magical utterances and dissertations on 

magical rites. There do exist in them at least some philosophical thoughts which 

were later on taken up seriously and development into separate systems of 

philosophies. The ideas and thoughts which were vaguely conceived and 

expressed in the early Vedic age by different seers gradually assumed more 

distinct forms in the later period. This is a process which is observed in every 

field of knowledge. Coming thoughts and events their shadows beforehand, 

however that may be. 
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